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News

CITY OF BULVERDE
ALL DEPARTMENTS
(COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATION, PUBLIC WORKS, POLICE, ETC.)

MAIN NUMBER
830-438-3612

METRO LINE
830-980-8832

FAX
830-438-4339

Bill Krawietz, MAYOR Kirk Harrison, COUNCIL

Rob Hurst, MAYOR PRO TEM Gene Hartman, COUNCIL

Yvonne Chapman, COUNCIL Ray Jeffrey, COUNCIL

COMAL COUNTY
MAIN NUMBER
877-724-9475

ANIMAL CONTROL
830-608-2016

COMMISSIONER, PCT 2
830-221-1102

COMMISSIONER, PCT 1
830-221-1101

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PCT 2
830-438-2266

ROAD & BRIDGE
830-608-2090

SHERRIFF'S OFFICE
830-885-4883

TAX OFFICE
830-438-6172

EMERGENCY SERVICES
(IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911)

NONEMERGENCY LINE
830-620-3400

BULVERDE SPRING BRANCH FIRE & EMS
830-228-4501

CENTRE FOR EMERGENCY HEALTH SCIENCES
830-228-4504

BSB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
830-438-4285

BSB LIBRARY
830-438-4864

FRONT PORCH NEWS
editor@ci.bulverde.tx.us

Some of the content herein may be the copyrighted property of the City of Bulverde, the
contributing authors, or our publisher's licensors. No article from this publication may be used,
reproduced, transmitted or distributed with the exception that you may photocopy one copy
thereof for your personal, noncommercial, home use only. Articles that appear in The Front Porch
News do not necessarily reflect the official position of the City of Bulverde, and their publication
does not constitute an endorsement thereof. The appearance of any advertisement in The Front
Porch News does not constitute an endorsement by the City of Bulverde.

As a City publication, the Front Porch News strives to maintain objectivity and accuracy in all
published content. The newsletter must remain neutral in the publication of content that may be
considered controversial, biased, or inflammatory within the community (e.g., political content
or opinions, religious material, etc.). The newsletter differs from a newspaper in that opinion
pieces are typically not included. Publication of contributing partner content is subject to review
for applicability and appropriateness of a publicly funded communication initiative. The newsletter
is produced in part through public funding, and is accordingly governed by the regulations set
forth in Texas State Law.
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KNowLEDGE & ExpERIENCE ~ OPENING Doors For You

KenCom Real Estate Services

BH=

Real Estate Sales ¢ Marketing ¢ Property Management

Yvonne Chapman (210) 240-3148
At Your Service

YvonneLChapman@yahoo.com

Bulverde Feed & Seed

2l

Deer Feed ~ Feeders
Horse ~ Livestock Feed
Quality Hay
Pet Food

(830) 438-3252

www.BulverdeFeed.com

Hwy 281 Just south of FM 1863




Mayor’s Point

Bill Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

It is great news that the Alamo Area

Metropolitan Planning Organization

| % has recently added two major projects

: I:.!! to their Mobility 2040 Plan to help

address congestion on State Highway

46 in our area. The first stretch runs from Bulverde Rd.

to US 281, and the second is from US 281 to FM 3159

(Smithson Valley Rd.. Some roadway areas will be

widened to six lanes with a median and others will allow
for just four lanes.

For a lack of a better word, you almost have to fight these
days to secure any transportation funding from the State.
So many areas need attention around Texas, and the
dollars are so limited. Unless you do something to stand
out from the crowd, you will simply be overlooked.

Several factors got Bulverde noticed this time around. The
MPO specifically mentioned the proactive stance of the
City of Bulverde when it comes to managing growth and
initiating our own transportation planning efforts. Thanks
are also due to our Comal County officials for helping push
the project at the MPO level. They provided public input

at our local transportation forums and also helped elevate
the rank of this project as one of the most desired projects
in Comal County from a long list of other MPO candidate
projects.

TxDOT intends to finalize a contract for the design,
engineering, and environmental survey services for the HWY
46 project early in 2015. Preliminary designs and engineering
should hopefully be complete by the summer of 2016, and
construction is anticipated to hopefully begin in 2019.

The City is working closely with TXDOT in an effort to keep
the HWY 46 expansion efforts within the existing right-of-
way (ROW) where possible, as acquiring additional land gets
expensive. State law dictates that the local governmental
entity is responsible for 10% of the cost to acquire additional
ROW and the cost associated with the relocation of utilities.
The City’s portion of these costs alone will likely be upwards
of one to two million dollars.

The City of Bulverde will continue to look for creative ways
to fund our community’s portion of the ROW and utility
relocation costs. However, it would be unfair and inequitable
for this burden to fall solely on the backs of the current
taxpayers within the city limits, since the road is used by
the greater population of our area as a whole. While the City
has just over 5,000 residents, western Comal County hosts

(Continued on page 4)

TRAINING: Pet Galaxy has

trained and treated hundreds

of dogs from all over South

Texas. We offer help with

everything from simple basic f #5"
obedience training to treating =
complex psychological issues.

DAYCARE AND LODGING: Pet '

Galaxy offers dream

vacations for your pets,
because pets deserve vaca-
tions too!

GROOMING AND STYLING:
We offer a large grooming
department with experienced
pet stylists Mon—Fri.

CALL US TODAY to customize your dog’s
training, or your pet’s perfect vacation!

PET HOTEL, RESORT & SP
www.PetGalaxyUSA.com

13060 US Highway 281 N, Spring Branch TX 78070

SRt SlN Wwww.facebook.com/PetGalaxyUSA




over 25,000. Many businesses located along HWY 46
are just outside of the Bulverde city limits. Because
Bulverde is a General Law city, the use of unilateral
annexation to bring new developments and new
businesses into the city limits to increase the City’s tax
base and help pay for these highway improvements is
currently not a possibility.

Fortunately, the City has been able to secure some
ROW over the years through our platting process.
In our Subdivision Regulations, the City requires
developers to dedicate ROW where necessary. This
will help, but not solve, the local funding issue.

| also want to update you on other roadway work
occurring in the city of Bulverde. The private contractor
doing the overpass turnarounds at Hwy 46 and 281
has now entered the liquidated damages phase of
their contract. Due to their lengthy delays in being able
to complete the project, they will have to pay a sizable
fee to TxDOT each day until the project is completed,
which is not anticipated until this Summer. The latest
holdup was a broken horizontal boring machine that
is being used to stabilize or “staple” the retaining wall
pilings. Hopefully they will pick up the pace and finish
quickly for everyone’s sake.

You may have noticed continued pavement failures
over the years on Hwy 46 between Bill Brown
Elementary and the Chevron on Hwy 46, especially in
the median turn lane. Recently it was believed heavy
equipment placing barriers for the road expansion in
front of Singing Hills was the cause, but that turns out
not to be the true reason.

It turns out that the true cause dates back to 1988 when
Hwy 46 was originally widened. The contractor failed
to scarify or remove the existing roads grade in some
areas. Excavation has revealed the old pavement,
including its center paint stripe, underneath. In some
areas like this one, they just added base material over
the old pavement and built the new road on top.

TXDOT personnel explained this phenomenon as
what they call the “Oreo Cookie” effect; base material
being sandwiched between two layers of asphalt.
Unfortunately, this often leads to water trapped
between the two layers, which eventually leads to
roadway failure.

TXDOT plans to come in and do a deep milling of the
defective roadway cross section and reconstruct it
properly. The City is working closely with TxDOT to
avoid additional traffic snarls in an already bad traffic
area. Hopefully, all the work can be completed at night,
in phases, and in conjunction with the other HWY 46
roadway work. This should keep all lanes open and
usable by the morning rush.

PROPERTY DAMAGE?

Don’t go uncompensated for
damage to your home or property

that may devalue your
investment!

Have you had any recent damage to
your home or property?

Has the insurance company failed to
fairly compensate you for your loss,
WE CAN HELP!

In most cases, no legal fees or expenses
unless we recover money for you!

KNOWLEDGE INTEGRITY PROVEN SUCCESS

1+ FREE CONSULTATION
: 210.320.9284

(\“\\em Are You Going 1 00.;

WINTER CHECKLIST
v Need oil change?
v Wiper blades skipping?
v/ Battery not working?

kg

24920 Blanco Rd ¢ San Antonio, TX 78260
5 miles north of 1604

210.251.4838

www.twlube.com

Se Habla Espaiol

ElETY Family owned & operated ﬂ
\Mobii F1' Timberwood Park Residents J

City of Bulverde

Big Trash Day

April 11
8AM -

Noon

For City of Bulverde Residents Only

Located at City Hall, 30360 Cougar Bend

Excellent
SENIOR HEALTH CARE

618 Live Oak Street
Blanco, TX 78606
830-833-4567

LBJ Medical Center
206 Haley Road
Johnson City, TX 78636
830-868-4093

515 Third Street
Blanco, TX 78606

Come by and visit one of our
3 locations nearest you today!

Live Oak Medical Center

The Henry House, Assisted Living
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Getting to

now
John Nowak

This month we highlight John Nowak, Development
Services/Public Works Director for the City of Bulverde,
who is responsible for a variety of functions within the City
of Bulverde. John’s career in municipal government spans
nearly 22 years, beginning as a staff engineer and working
up to Development Services/Public Works Director. During
the course of his career, John has performed a wide
variety of functions including project design, construction,
and inspection; contract administration; development
review; code enforcement; employee management and
supervision; liaison to neighborhood task force groups;
administering federal aid projects; procuring grants;
computer programming; and departmental budgeting.

John was born in Flint, Michigan and grew up in Sheridan,
Wyoming. He graduated from the University of Wyoming
with a Civil Engineering degree. John worked for the City
of Billings, Montana; the City of Sheridan, Wyoming; and
now the City of Bulverde. John has also been very active in
the American Public Works Association (APWA) at both the
local and national levels. John has served on the executive
boards of those organizations including President of the
Rocky Mountain Chapter (Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho)
and the South Central Texas Branch. John has previously
been selected to present technical sessions during two of
APWA’s national conventions and also served as APWA’s
representative to the Engineers Joint Contract Documents
Committee for nine years. John served on the Montana
Public Works Standard Specifications Committee
which developed and published statewide construction

Bulverde’'s

Located at 281 & FM 1863
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 7pm

Guns. Ammo. Gunsmithing.
Great selection - Even Better Prices

Shop in the store or online L} www.ArmedinAmerica.com

i 210-201-3006 1 Sales@ArmedinAmerica.com

specifications and standards. John has been with the City of
Bulverde for almost nine years.

Due to lean staffing levels and John’s multifunctional level of
expertise, he “wears multiple hats” for the City of Bulverde.
John reviews all sign permit applications and development
submittals (subdivision plats, traffic studies, drainage studies,
construction plans, etc.) to ensure compliance with the City’s
regulations. John reviews all building permit submittals for
compliance withland use, drainage, and floodplain regulations
and manages a private contractor that performs building
code reviews and inspections. John also is responsible for
the City’s infrastructure management program. This includes
performing street condition inspections, updating the 5-year
maintenance plan, and creating and managing the annual
street maintenance contract via a private contractor. John
provides technical expertise and reports to the Planning and
Zoning Commission and City Council so they may better
evaluate variance requests, subdivision approval requests,
ordinance modifications, and planning initiatives. John often
acts as the City’s liaison to the engineering staffs at Comal
County, TXDOT, and other partner agencies in order to help
achieve the City Council’'s goals for the community and to
address multi-jurisdictional development issues.

John’s wife Donna says he is addicted to cars and enjoys
going to car shows and “tinkering” with them. Donna and
John also enjoy the various amenities in the region and
spending time with family and friends.

2
poolsioe 3 ;.. «.
ac ar
.\\\ -:_———::-::5};’&1#
16110 San Pedro Ave « San Antonio, TX 78232
210-496-2244 wwuw.poolsideonline.com
" - =
> 40+ Years in the Pool & Spa
.~ Repair and Service Industry

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Sun 12-5pm

- » Experienced and Licensed Technicians

-
- » Free Labor on Polaris Cleaner Repairs

» Open 7 Days Per Week

> Full Line of Products and Chemicals
in Our Retail Store

-
’-.'------------------------.

I Get An Instant $10 Discount On 3-inch Chlorine Tablets

- Get an instant $10 discount on a 25lb Bucket of 3-inch Chlorine Tablets by

i filling out this form and bringing into our retail store no later than March 22, 201S.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Name:
Address:
City:

Email:
H E EEEE S S S S S S E E EEEEEEEER

State: Zip:
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Home Rule Charter
UPDATE

In October 2014, a group of citizens was appointed by the Bulverde
City Council to draft a Home Rule Charter that will be submitted
to the citizens of Bulverde for future approval via ballot election.
After several months of intense deliberation, the independent Home
Rule Charter Commission submitted a draft Charter to the citizens
of Bulverde for public review at a December 11th Community Forum
and again at a January 7th Community Forum. On January 7th the
Commission unanimously approved the proposed Charter language,
and placed the item on the May 2015 General Election Ballot for the
citizens of Bulverde to vote upon. To assist in explaining the key
tenants of what has been drafted by the Commission, the following
overview was produced. In addition, to better explain what a Home
Rule Charter is, a list of frequently asked questions has also been
included. To view the full Home Rule Charter as proposed, please
visit the City of Bulverde home page: http://www.ci.bulverde.tx.us

What’s New?

Changes to the Mayor and City Council

e The Mayor’s position will become primarily policy oriented by
giving it a full vote on the City Council and transferring the
remaining administrative duties to the City Manager.

e  The number of elected Council Members will be increased from
5 to 6 in order to provide more representation.

e The terms of office for the Mayor and City Council Member
positions will be increased from 2 years to 3 years. This change
will only take effect after the election of new members under
the Charter, and no current incumbent’s term will be extended
under this provision. Term limits will be implemented.

e  The Members of City Council will be elected by place, meaning
that candidates will run for specific seats on the Council.
However, Council Members will continue to be elected City-
wide.

e The Members of the City Council will be elected by majority
vote, and any election in which no candidate receives a majority
will be settled in a runoff election between the top two vote
getters.

Changes to Governmental Accountability and Direct Democracy

e The Citizens will gain the right to remove any elected official
from office by filing a recall petition.

e The Citizens will gain the right to require Council-passed
ordinances to be ratified by the voters by filing a referendum
petition.

e The Citizens will gain the right the right to enact ordinances
directly by filing an initiative petition.

* Vacancies in the office of Mayor or City Council member
will generally be filled by special election instead of Council
appointment.

Changes to Municipal Boundaries & Regulation

e The City will gain the ability to expand the City Limits up to 10%
in any given year, subject to state law and procedures.

e The City will gain the ability to prohibit certain nuisances, such
as illegal dumping grounds or illicit junk yards, within certain
portions of the ETJ.
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Changes to City Administration
The City Administrator’s position will be renamed “City Manager”,
but will continue to serve as the City’s chief administrative
official.

What’s Staying the Same?

e Members of the City Council will continue to be elected from
the City at large and to represent the City at large. (The City of
Bulverde has never elected Council Members from geographic
districts)

e The City’s authority to tax, per the Texas Constitution, is based
on population, not form of government. Therefore, the City’s
taxing authority is the same under General Law or Home Rule.

e  The City’s extra-territorial jurisdiction is also based on population,
not form of government. The extent of the City’s ETJ will not be
changed if a Home Rule Charter is adopted.

e The City’s power of eminent domain is granted and restricted by
state law and the state Constitution, and is the same regardless
of whether the City has a Home Rule Charter.

e The City’s options for the issuance of debt are the same under
both Home Rule and General Law.

e The City’s zoning authority is derived from state law, not the
Home Rule Charter. Therefore, the City will have the same
zoning authority under Home Rule that it currently has under
General Law.

FAQs

Question: What is a Home Rule Charter?

Answer: The home rule charter is the “constitution” of Bulverde.
The charter was drafted by an independent group of fifteen Bulverde
residents who were appointed by the Mayor and City Council. The
charter goes into effect only after a majority of Bulverde citizens have
approved it in an election, scheduled for May 9th 2015.

Texas cities become eligible to adopt home rule charters if they have
a population of 5,000 or more. 93.6% of eligible cities in Texas have
adopted home rule charters (as of 2010).

Question: In a nutshell, what are the inherent powers of home
rule cities?

Answer: In a nutshell the powers are: Municipal Organization;
Annexation; Initiative, Referendum, and Recall; Charter Amendments;
Limitation on Home Rule Powers.

Question: Who is behind the effort to get a Home Rule Charter

approved?
i&\}Chlorine Tablets ®
10lb.- $50

Answer: Bulverde citizens. Home
Rule is the right of citizens at the
grassroots level to manage their own
affairs with minimum interference
from the State. Home Rule assumes
that community challenges should
be solved at the lowest possible
level, closest to the people.

Stephen Salyer

Annual Maintenance
Contract $240

Question: Will my property taxes
increase if a Home Rule Charter is
approved?

Answer: No. Home Rule charters
do not change the current laws

(Continues)




(Cont’d from page 6)

and requirements regarding the ability and authority of the City
regarding taxes. The city council currently has the authority and
responsibility to set the property tax rate each year in accordance
with state law.

The Comal County Appraisal District sets property values each
year. The adoption of a Charter does not change the current
process for setting tax rates or appraising property.

Question: How will approving a Home Rule Charter affect
me?

Answer: Approving a Charter will allow the citizens to govern

themselves by establishing rights, responsibilities, and privileges

for all Bulverde residents, so long as content in the Charter is not
superseded by State or Federal laws. Charters allow for citizens
to:

e  Determine the number of council members to represent the
citizens.

e Determine how long terms of office are for the Mayor and
Council Members.

e Determine how the Mayor and Council Members are
elected.

e Determine how long the Mayor and Council Members stay in
office, and how many times the Mayor and Council Members
can run for office.

e Determine which form of government will be utilized. It can
only be changed by citizens voting to amend the charter.

e Determine if citizens should have the right to request a
binding initiative on the ballot; an initiative allows the citizenry
to propose new laws or change the charter through a general
election ballot measure.

e Determine if citizens should have the right to recall the Mayor
or Council Member.

e Determine if citizens should have the right to call for a
referendum, which is the method by which a measure adopted
by the City Council may be submitted to the electorate for a
vote.

Question: What will home rule chartering provide for residents
of Bulverde in terms of services?

Answer: No matter whether Bulverde is a General Law city or
Home Rule city, the City has wide authority to provide services
directly to citizens. Cities provide police, public works, parks,
recreation, health, and other services. Some services are
franchised to private companies to provide services in the city,

such as waste management. Home rule cities typically have
broader local control to protect the health, safety and welfare of
their citizens.

Question: Who can vote on the proposed Home Rule
Charter?

Answer: Per State Law, only registered voters of the City of
Bulverde may vote on the home rule charter.

Question: How do | find out if | am in the City or the ETJ?

Answer: If you have a question as to whether your property is
within the City or ETJ, you may visit the maps on the City’s web
site or contact the City at 830-438-3612. You may also visit the
GIS page at: www.cceo.org

Question: I’'ve heard that Home Rule will give the citizens of
Bulverde more authority. How is that?

Answer: The Home Rule Charter as proposed will provide for

Recall, Initiative, and Referendum rights for citizens.

¢ Recall allows citizens to vote to remove a city council member
(including the mayor) from elected office, if the member
knowingly violates a provision of the charter, engages in
official misconduct, or demonstrates incompetence.

¢ Initiative is the process that allows citizens, through a petition,
to initiate legislation (through ordinances).

e Referendum is the process that allows citizens, through a
petition and election, to overturn ordinances passed by the
city council.

¢ Recall, Initiative, and Referendum are not legally permitted in
General Law cities.

Question: How will a Charter affect the annexation authority
of Bulverde?

Answer: Home Rule cities can extend city boundaries (annex)

unilaterally while general law cities can generally annex only with

permission of property owners or with approval of a majority

of the residents of an annexed area. However, annexation by

Texas home rule cities is limited in various ways, including the

following:

e  (Cities can annex no more than ten percent (10%) of their area
in any given year.

e When annexing existing residential areas containing more
than 100 housing units, cities must file an annexation plan;

(Continued on page 8)

Prominent Propernties

BUYING ﬁ SELLING ﬁ FRIENDLY ADVICE

JoDee Gilmore

Realtor®

Direct 210.887.5885 « Fax210.957.7171
JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com - www.JoDeeGilmore.com

IS YOUR HOME READY TO SELL?
CALL ME TODAY for helpful tips on getting
TOP DOLLAR for your home.

Specializing in - Residential Home & Land Sales,
Owner Finance Properties, Luxury Home
Marketing & Sales, VA & Tx Vet Programs

VISIT www.JoDeeGilmore.com FOR A FULL
LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA

HOURS: -
MF 85 T TRy,

Sat 9-3
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Comal Critters Pet Sitting
[vsred & Bonded

No creature is too big or small!

SR TR T
22201 HWY 46 W., BULVERDE, TEXAS

(830) 980-9179
WWW.SOUTHTEXASGROWERS.COM

¢ Wholesale & Retail Nursery
e L andscape & Irrigation
¢ Design & Installation

45% OFF A
‘when,youwmenti
this :

www.comalcritters.com
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(Cont’'d from page 7)

e annexation cannot occur until three years after the filing of the

plan. The territory to be annexed must be adjacent to existing
city limits.
A service plan must be attached to all annexations, indicating
what services will be provided to the annexed area and under
what conditions the services will be provided. Under Texas
law some services such as police protection must be provided
immediately upon annexation.

Question: Isn’t annexation involuntary?

Answer: There are more options for unilateral annexation of property
for a Home Rule city under state law than the authority for a general
law city. Creating annexation plans is a right and responsibility of a
home rule charter city which wishes to annex. General Law cities
may only take in land per requests of landowners, or under very
limited circumstances.

Question: | own property within the city limits of Bulverde, but
live elsewhere. Can | vote on the Charter?

Answer: No, per State Law, you must be a resident of the City and
a registered voter in order to vote on the Charter.

Question: Will the City Council determine the language included
in the Bulverde Charter?

Answer: No. The City Council’s only role has simply been to appoint
the Charter Commission members, who have independently drafted
the Charter, and have now submitted the proposed language to
Bulverde citizens for approval in May 2015. The City Council cannot

edit the proposed charter or amend it in the future in any way. The
Charter will be on the May election ballot as it has been currently
written and approved by the Home Rule Charter Commission.

Question: What is the ETJ and how does it affect me?

Answer: The “ETJ” stands for Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, and is
the area within one mile of the City Limits of Bulverde. The City
enforces its Subdivision Ordinance and Sign Regulations within
the ETJ. This is the same whether you are a home rule city or a
general law city.

Question: How will people living in the ETJ be affected if
Home Rule is approved for the City of Bulverde?

Answer: As areas are annexed, the City will have a greater ability
to manage development intensity, quality building standards,
dark sky ordinances, and other ordinances adopted by the City
Council. The city may also be able to better protect residential
and commercial properties and citizens that live adjacent to
the unincorporated county area, through proper ordnances and
zoning.

Question: Will the status of my agriculture tax exemption
change with the passage of the Home Rule Charter?

Answer: No. Home Rule will not affect that status.

Question: Is the City Council able to make changes to the
Charter in the future?

Answer: No, any changes to the Charter must be approved by an
election of the voters.

troskin

SURGICAL | MEDICAL | COSMETIC

Accepting
New
Fatients

Call Us Tooay 830.980.1838

Serving Bulverde, Spring Branch,
Kerrville and the surrounding areas:
Dr. Daniel Ladd, D.O., Mohs Surgeon

and Board-Certified Dermatologist

and Dr. Matthew Lambiase, D.O.,

Board-Certified Dermatologist.

AUSTIN BASTROP BULVERDE/SPRING BRANCH CEDAR PARK KERRVILLE LA GRANGE




The Scholarship Foundation’s Emerging Leaders Series, currently engaged with Canyon Lake High School Sophomores,
recently completed seminars two and three of the four-seminar series. The recent seminars focused on etiquette in the
classroom, business, and fine dining, as well as applying for college and the expectations once enrolled. Emerging Leaders
participants commented that the seminars present “engaging material for the subject” and that “visiting Texas Lutheran
University and getting the full college experience opened my eyes to college life.” The final Emerging Leaders seminar in
March will include a visit to Rackspace (San Antonio) for career-building activities, including topics like choosing a career,
creating a resume, and interviewing well.

The mission of the Emerging Leaders Series, sponsored by the Scholarship Foundation, is to provide youth the opportunity
to attain life skills through creative environments and focused learning experiences. The Emerging Leaders Series consists of
four student-led seminars on topics such as “Brain Preference,” “Etiquette” (business and general), “College Application and
Experience,”, and “Career Development.” The year ends with a graduation banquet, attended by current and past Emerging
Leaders. The Scholarship Foundation also currently awards two previous leaders (current seniors) with scholarships to be
used toward future studies.

The Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization. For sponsorship and donation opportunities, please e-mail the Board
of Directors at info@scholarship-foundation.com or visit www.scholarship-foundation.com.
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Tree and Lawn Service /

Tree Care Lawn Care
Expert Pruning Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Demossing Aeration, Weed Control

Tree & Stump Removal Fertilizing Programs
Shrub Care

We deliver & spread a variety of topsails,
One-time clean ups. mulches, grass/sod compost, variety of rocks.

Contract Optional ¢ Residential/Commercial ® 20 Years Experience

Professional, Dependable, Quality Workmanship

(210) 663-2303 .'.0cd

References Available Upon Request ¢ Fully Insured #10L916468
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ESD Mysteries Unveiled

Emergency Service Districts (ESDs) are political subdivisions of the State of Texas. Their purpose is to support
your Fire & EMS needs through the collection of tax dollars. To deliver that support, ESDs may own real or
personal property, enter into contracts, and hire other entities to directly provide enhanced 911 services.

In the Bulverde Spring Branch area we have:

PAST: ESD #1 which provides funding for all 911 medical services in Bulverde and Spring Branch
ESD#4 which provides funding for all 911 fire services in Spring Branch
ESD#5 which provides funding for all 911 fire services in Bulverde

NOW: We have found a better, faster way — better for taxpayers and faster for any community member who needs help or
assistance from the Fire & EMS Department. One year ago this month, ESD #1, ESD #4, and ESD #5 pooled their
efforts and hired Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS to run a consolidated Fire & EMS Department—one group of
exceptional, highly trained firefighters and medics, and one inventory of apparatus and equipment pooled with one
exceptional award winning EMS organization.

We Must Continue Forward Now

Since 2012, ESD #1 has built the last two Fire & EMS stations. The North Fire & EMS station is located at Indian Hills,
the most recent station is located at Johnson Ranch on FM 1863 and is opening this month. With the exponential growth
occurring throughout our service area, we still need several more stations across the region.

Meeting the Challenge

ESD #4 has a cap of 6 cents on its property tax while ESD #5 has the state allowable cap of 10 cents.
Both ESD #4 & ESD #5 want to move towards the construction of needed Fire & EMS stations on:

e Highway 46 East - as well as the critical firefighters & medics to answer the 911 calls

¢ Highway 46 West + firefighters & medics

e Mystic Shores on FM 306 + firefighters & medics

So in May 2015, ESD#4 community leaders have placed an item on the ballot to raise the ESD#4 cap from 6 cents to 10
cents to strategically meet the emergency needs of our community. This would be the first property cap increase for ESD#4
since the cap was established in 2004. This election is not for a tax increase, only an increase in the cap. Rest assured,
there will be no tax increase in 2015; if there was to be a future 1 cent increase, it would translate to only an additional $20
per year on a $200,000 property.

Other News
The day station at the corner of FM 311 and Rebecca Creek Road is open every day from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m., serving the
following neighborhoods with faster Fire & EMS response:

We continue, in spite of major increases in area

L commercial and residential development, to strive for
3|

| CORDOVA DN CANYON LAKE
e |

a faster response to your homes and businesses. The
cap increase on the May ballot initiative is directly related
to improved emergency service coverage, and more
equitable responsibility for the costs of fire service and
stations among the Emergency Service Districts.

. HEBECCA CREEX RAMCHES

CRUISEONE

Dream Vacations St Art

gm

Kevin & Kathy Kelly
VACATION SPECIALISTS
Timberwood Park Residents

1110 Slumber Pass (830) 714-4420 (Business)
San Antonio, TX 78260-5369 (844) 223-5574 (Toll Free)
kkelly@cruiseone.com www.cruiseone.com/kkelly

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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THE LIFE AND BREATH

BEHIND A FOUNDATION

Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS is very fortunate to have the support of dedicated Texans who head foundations
which continually push the limits of what they believe is possible for our organization and our community. We are always
inspired by what follows when we present dreams/critical needs in Emergency Services, and the ways they find to
make those needs a reality. Two such shining foundation examples are McKenna of New Braunfels and the Mays Family
Foundation of San Antonio. Both of these foundations have a simple premise: let’s improve peoples’ lives. They work
hard to aid, empower, and enrich their communities. Along the way they also save lives.

McKenna and Mays have funded vehicles that have made a positive and meaningful difference in our community. All
three of these vehicles were proposed to the foundations and once approved, were custom designed by Bulverde Spring
Branch Fire & EMS and built to our specifications.

McKenna provided the WOW —Wellness on Wheels. This is a one-of-a-kind mobile medical unit and portable classroom
which serves as a valuable resource for Comal County. WOW visits food pantries and neighborhoods, to treat patients
who have no health insurance, or are under-insured with transportation challenges. The unit also rolls up to the doors of
Comal County schools so students can walk into a state-of-the-art science classroom.

The Mays Family Foundation has funded two critical rescue vehicles. The
Mays Rescue truck is capable of extrication of injured motorists, control of
vehicle fires, swift water rescue, and high angle rescue among others. The
truck bridged a gap in our 216 square mile district when fire engines were
otherwise occupied.

LCVER LU R GEI R CICRITI S The second vehicle provided by the Mays Family Foundation is the new Mays
! Mobile Incident Command truck with secondary rescue capabilities. This
truck ensures communication is now possible among up to five different fire
departments and EMS responders. Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS is
now strategically set to best mobilize and respond during natural disasters
- S and other
catastrophes when normal communication infrastructure
has been degraded or destroyed.

p L E E :
It is also because of McKenna, Mays, and all our mlnd your
foundation supporters that we were recently selected el LS - A
Best Provider of the Year. We were selected by the Texas A buSlneSS

Department of State Health Services (DSHS) out of 871 L . ]
~ 7 Putjyourjad|here:—

- -Let your néighbors .

providers, for the second time in 6 years.

. A discounts - multiple ad sizes - £ I' & I
*i‘)ﬂppg * _other neighborhoods in your area! o PR
Se Maeweks : ' ;;‘E
SC, [JACRICHS 210 558 3160
* T:‘)r}.y * __ sales@neighborhoodnews.com “
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March is here and spring is Iﬁst around the % j gardene _
o corner. Gardening fever will soon be upon us. abundance of carrots las

i h (s.e picture),

The-USDA zone hardiness map indicates that the so she submitted the foIIowmg recipe for Cohper
last freeze for our area usually occurs between Pennies as this month’s featured.recipe” . o L
March 11 and March 20. Seeds can be started in Tﬁ—h
small containers and transplants can be potted L “WHAT’S IN THE S~
into larger containers and kep%genhouse S © GARDENER’S KITCHEN?” .
until the last chance for a f s. passed. ; -

Here are some favorite vegeta e§ te.plant in co P P E R P E N N I Es

your garden later this month when the Weather

allows: Beans: bush afd'pole, Beets, Cantaloupe, 3 Ibs carrots, sliced

Swiss Chard, Cucumbg@es: pickling and slicers, 1 large bell pep';')er, diced

Eggplant, Peppers: swégilantishot, Potatoes, 2 onions, diced

Radishes, Squash: yellow al ' 1 ¢ vinegar - ,
and Watermelon. 1Y% ¢ sugar \ :

Y%-c oil ’, *.;ﬁy' 1

For the tomato lave s, ghyeara heSanAntonio .| 1 Tbs:pq\ﬂomaste‘rshlre Sauce \
Stock Show. ,ta new hybrid tomato ispprep_ared mustard p e W
that grows A ] area is _presented to the - M-ato soup

public by Te ‘Some varieties from past- T g

years that | :
Tycoon,

pularity are.Celebrity,

' a .rat; lﬁ!:':ilted water until just tender, about
, and 444. Look- out for

b mutes Do not overcook. Drain and place in.a
' |th b'éll pepper and onions. Mix remalmng :

- @eks in‘the refrlgerator Note: This-is fiellaeus.as,%h
be% busy m.ohth a"tlﬁa‘" FETaSia==t" a side dish or goodfouér a salad. ‘*-“'H
B r

he Garden presetly
\Soult Wild AbouﬂVoodlénd. A SeasonL

<O ~24 plots: 18 standard plo‘lac; trel
round raised ‘gardens. ‘Al of thése *Tradition, Woodland Pnesbytenan Schoel,
Memphls TN i e

N 's.are resently assigned to eager.gardeners,

X r,the weather to coobelaw However,

3 t Troop 58, Bulverde United Methodist
u

fay # ’ __' \\
,,_ *“\Gh re busy construch'ngdgég:et andard f"" VP A e 'L' . l Q‘f‘
ould f#ﬂ -

pto.ts If you or your business ike. to. T ( —
secure a plot (at no cost), please visit the Garden- .. i i Kathleen Banse
. website at . www.bulverdecommunitygarden. 1
com or contact Joanne Hall at jothall@gvtc.com. State Fa rm Insurance
Also, interested persons are invited to attend the
Bulverde Community Garden Committee meeting 33200 Hwy 28T N.
on the third Monday of the month at 5:15pm at RBulverde TX 78163

the Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center.

830.438.7025

kathleen@kathleenbanse.com
StateFarm

oo
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By BULVERDE

} SPRING BRANCH
= ACTIVITY CENTER

SERVING ADULTS 50+

' =
' "—_i

When the phone rings at the Bulverde Spring
Branch Activity Center, chances are it is for Wendy
Hahn. It is not uncommon for someone to be in her
office, someone to be on hold, and a third person
to be waiting by the front desk and all of them will
get her undivided attention.

Wendy Hahn is the Outreach Coordinator for Senior
Services at BSBAC. She has held this position
since 2012. Wendy started out as a volunteer at the
Center. Her family moved to the Bulverde/Spring
Branch area in 1979 where she attended public
school and graduated from SVHS. She is a wife,
a mom, and one of the hardest working women
you will ever meet. Before coming to the Activity
Center, Wendy worked in the health insurance and
health care areas. She has a wealth of information
and contacts that help seniors who are in need.

Wendy is responsible for coordinating the Meals on
Wheels Program. This program delivers a hot, well-
balanced meal Monday through Friday to qualifying
homebound seniors. The intent is to assist these
individuals so they continue to live healthy and
productive lives. When a person applies for Meals
on Wheels, there is an intake process to determine
needs and if other outreach programs may be
beneficial. Wendy meets with each person and
also does a site visit. Once a person qualifies for
the program, their name is added to the meal route.
Monica Conkins and Wendy then plan the meal
delivery route and coordinate volunteer drivers.
Monica is the Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator.

Wendy is always putting others’ needs first. The
volunteer drivers love working with her. Mark
Brigance, one of the MOW volunteers, describes
her as “a wonderful, caring, good natured, loving
person.” Here in the office we just call her “our
superstar.”

If you would like to get involved with or learn more
about the Meals on Wheels program, stop by or
call the Activity Center. Just ask for Wendy!

The City of Bulverde has recently become aware of several community
rumors that we thought we would take the opportunity to further clarify.
| recently heard that the City intends to build a City Jail. Is it

true?

The City of Bulverde has absolutely no intention of building a City
owned or operated jail facility. The major municipalities located in Comal
County, such as New Braunfels, Bulverde and Garden Ridge, are fortunate
in that we are all collaboratively able to utilize the services of the Comal
County Jail operated by the Sheriff’s Office. Jail facilities are expensive to
build and must be operated via strict federal guidelines, requiring extensive
training for jail personnel. This partnership arrangement with the County
for shared use of a County-wide jail facility provides efficiency for our law
enforcement operations. We hope that this arrangement stays intact for
many decades to come, as the City has no desire to own or operate a local
jail facility specific to Bulverde.

| recently heard the City is building a centralized wastewater
treatment plant at US 281 and HWY 46 with taxpayer dollars and intends
to force existing City residents to abandon their septic systems and make
them tie into the wastewater plant. Is it true?

The City has absolutely zero intent for existing City residents to
tie into the wastewater treatment facility being constructed at US 281/
HWY 46. The wastewater treatment facility currently being constructed at
281/46 is being built by the developers of the Singing Hills development.
Once constructed, the facility will be donated to the City. The cost to
operate the plant will be borne completely by the commercial tenants
of the development at Singing Hills via monthly user fees. The City is
currently undertaking a feasibility study for expanding the plant capacity
to provide centralized wastewater to other commercial users at the 281/46
intersection. Tying in existing residential septic systems to this centralized
facility is financially impractical and infeasible from an engineering

SEPTIC

Residential & Commercial

Proudly Serving South Texas for over 10 Years!

= @ S22CLEARSTREAM s
s @ o g

e Conventional Septic & Aerobic Installations

¢ Aerobic Maintenance Contracts
e Septic Tank Cleaning

e Drain Field Repairs

¢ Real Estate Inspections

$95 OFF Any Service

Licensed & Insured
#0S0028816 #0S0023596 #MP0001294

19 889-4606

mjseptic@satx.rr.com

Hablamos Espariol Senior Citizen & Military Discounts
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BULVERDE *
SPRING BRANCH

CHAMBERUCOMMERCE
New Members:

Premier Dental Center Barber 281

Renewing Members:

A to Z Helpers, LLC

Bjorn's Audio/Video

Margaret A. Brumley

Bulverde Community Park Association
Bulverde United Methodist Church
Cactus Flower Hair Salon

Canyon Springs Golf Club

Carl's Cleaners, Inc.

Carter Irrigation

CHC Electric Inc.

City of Bulverde, TX

Community Bible Church Bulverde

Family's First Focus, LLC

Farm Bureau Insurance Bulverde -
Spring Branch
Farmers Insurance - Monica James
Larry Finkel

Frost Bank

Guadalupe Star Landscape Co.
Hendrix Auto Repair

Kingdom Psychotherapy & Wellness
Matkin Hoover Engineering & Surveying
Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union
Ryland Homes

Welcomes New and
Renewing Members

FREE ESTIMATES
AND FREE DEMOS

210418-GUNS

4 8 6 7

=% BigGunsSoftWash con
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Carrie Penlerick, REALTOR with Reliance Residential Realty

Smithson Valley Physical Therapy
Smokey Mo's

Adrienne Nugent

Strategic Wealth Solutions

Texas Physical Therapy Specialists
Texstar Enterprises, Inc.

The Furry Godmother

The Gear Guy

The Home Depot

The News Stream

Tom's Quick Lube

Tupperware - Jeane Williams

Cragg's Do It Best Lumber and Home Center

Chiis, Claas of 2005 Caorey, Class of 2016 [
Casey, Class of 2009 Clay, Class oF 2027 2

TXIRFI LIC#19$2E

»1’;*':" {‘E"

ff"q‘ J-

i

C{RRIGATION

QUALITY SPRINKLER INSTALL & REPAIR
Certified Back Flow-Tester

830-885-6492

VWL Carter-irrigation.com
° # Qutdoor Lighting  » Underground Utility Trenching
* Rain Water Harvesting  » Water Pump Instaliation & Repair




BULVERDE
SPRING BRANCH

CHAMBERECOMMERCE

Recent Ribbon Cutting!

The Bulverde/Spring Branch Area Chamber would
like to Thank the community for grabbing their
boots and slapping on the bling, as this two night
event was a high flyin’, boot-scootin', family friendly
and memorable weekend!

The 1st Annual Chamber Rodeo was held on February
6 & 7 at Tejas Rodeo Company. The attendees
enjoyed a CPRA Rodeo including Bull Riding, Barrel
Racing, Calf Roping and of course for the little ones
we had Mutton Bustin’ and a Calf Scramble each
night. Hall of Famers Leon Coffee and Rob Smets
entertained the crowd with their antics.

We truly appreciate the Sponsors, Volunteers, and
the Community that helped make this event a huge
success. Please join us in 2016 for another round of
rodeo action.

break a bone while entering or exiting a bathtub. Fear your bathtub no more
| and begin using the most relaxing part of your home once again. Genie Bath
Systems provides a beautiful and safe bathing option. We now offer a
walk-in bathtub with the optional swing out door, tremendously upgrading
the amount of accessibility for those with handu:ap and mobility issues.

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION+
*, FREE INSTALLATION"

(up to $1,000 Value)

Deswn’t Waiz. Csll NOW!

www.GenieBathSystems.. com

Use our Design Your Bath
tool today by visiting
www.geniebathsystems.com
and start making your
bathroom wishes come true!

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY! 5

v Hassle-Free, No Mess Installation t =

v 100's of Beautiful Design Choices o

v Tub-to-Shower Conversions Available G E N I E
v Easy to Clean - No More Mold or Mildew ?ﬁ::'j”?”" S _<:||rr1|5
v’ Affordable For Any Budget

v Worry Free Use - Lifetime Warranty 21 0-73901 420
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GUIDING DEVELOPMENT

Given that the US 281 corridor is one of the fastest growing areas
in Texas, clearly many people have discovered what many of us
have known for a long time; the Bulverde area is a great place
to live, work, and raise a family. With all of the growth that has
occurred, and with more anticipated, many residents often ask
what the City can do to help manage this growth and maintain the
area’s high quality of life. The answer to this question depends on
where the growth actually occurs and the nature of the proposed
development.

The City of Bulverde, like most cities in Texas, has development
regulations that require the developer(s) to do certain things
whenever they choose to developer their property. These regulations
do not prevent development from occurring, as Texas has very
strong private property rights laws. However, the regulations can
help “shape” and guide the development in various ways to ensure
that it fits within the nature of the community, and the regulations
can of course require that a developer mitigate the effects their
development may have on the existing community.

The City of Bulverde is a General Law City. A General Law City
is only allowed to regulate development in a manner specifically
authorized by the Local Government Code (LGC). The LGC does
provide authority for the City to regulate various development
elements inside its City Limits. However, much of the recent
development that has occurred in our area has actually been
located outside the Bulverde city limits. While the LGC does allows
cities to provide some degree of their regulations into the 1-mile
Extraterritorial Jurisdictional buffer area (ETJ) around the city
limits, there are significant limitations on those rules.

Essentially, a General Law City can enforce only three main
elements in this ETJ buffer area: sign regulations, regulations for the
subdivision of property, and tree preservation regulations. Other
important regulations such as the Dark Sky Lighting Ordinance
and zoning/land use regulations, which can be enforced inside the
City limits, cannot be enforced outside the City Limit boundary.
The LGC also puts various additional limitations on the subdivision
regulations allowed in the ETJ versus inside the City limits.

For new developments inside the City Limits, the City can require
a minimum lot size for all new subdivisions and specify a maximum
development intensity (no more than one lot per “x” amount of
land area). However, for new developments outside the City
Limits, if a central water and wastewater system are provided by
the developer, a General Law city cannot require a minimum lot
size or specify a maximum level of development intensity. For new
developments outside the City Limits, the City cannot regulate
buildings (number and size); specify any specific landscaping
requirements; or regulate any land use/zoning. The City also cannot
require the development to be annexed into the City (allowing for
additional regulations to apply). All of this essentially means that
the City has limited regulatory authority as a General Law City
under the Local Government Code regarding new developments
proposed in the ETJ.

While Bulverde is limited in its regulatory authority as a General
Law city, the City does have some ability to require certain
development effects to be mitigated, such as new traffic and new
storm water drainage runoff that is generated from a development.
However, the traffic and/or runoff that are required to be mitigated
must be directly attributable to the development. A City cannot
make the developer mitigate existing conditions not caused by
their development. For example, the Singing Hills development is
required to make certain improvements to Hwy 46 between Bill
Brown Elementary School and the US 281 intersection (widening of
Hwy 46, turn lane improvements, installation of new traffic signals,
etc.) in order for the existing traffic and the traffic generated by
their development to be safely accommodated. However, the City
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cannot require the developer to realign Old Boerne Rd with the new
traffic signal on Hwy 46. Old Boerne Rd at HWY 46 is an existing
traffic condition, and while this realignment as a whole is beneficial
to the entire community from a safety stand point, the developer
cannot be required to mitigate an existing condition.

The City of Bulverde has periodically revised its development
ordinances in order to help preserve the rural, hill country nature
of the Bulverde community. For example, the City recently
revised its park and open space dedication requirements for
new developments based off of water quantity and water quality
concerns in relation to development intensity, as well as the general
health and welfare of the community as a whole. The City utilized
several nationally recognized studies and standards on the average
acreage of public park space given certain population sizes, and this
information was then used to develop the minimum park land and
open space dedication amounts for new subdivisions. Fortunately,
these amounts apply to new developments both inside and outside
the City Limits. The City has also adopted a storm water drainage
manual that specifies how the developer’s drainage runoff analysis
must be performed. The manual provides for more accurate
rainfall intensity requirements than were previously required, and
better match the intensity of the rain storms that we often see in
the Bulverde area. The City also recently developed a hydraulic
and hydrologic model for the Lewis Creek Watershed. Any new
developments proposed in the Lewis Creek Watershed must
now use this “best available data” to analyze their development’s
drainage impacts, and must design detention features to fully
mitigate those effects.

Another tool the City sometimes utilizes to help guide and manage
new development is a Development Agreement. The agreement
is a legal contract between the City and the developer to specify
certain development facets. Like any contract, there is often
negotiating and concessions on each side to generate the final
agreement. Through such agreements, the City can negotiate for
additional regulatory elements in a new development, beyond
what is explicitly allowed by the LGC for a General Law City, like
the application of Bulverde’s Dark Sky lighting requirements in the
ETJ portions of their project.

In short, the City of Bulverde has done what it can, within the limited
confines of the LGC for General Law cities, to maximize regulations
for new developments in the ETJ area outside of the City limits.
However, without the ability for those new developments to be
unilaterally annexed into the City before the development occurs,
the City’s abilities to guide new growth will remain very limited.

Open to the public, we offer a great
selection of fresh-from-the-farm items
including pecans, tomatoes, squash,
zucchini, cucumbers, potatoes, okra,
onions, pears, cantaloupes and
watermelons. We also offer fresh Gulf
seafood, farm-raised beef and chicken,
artisan breads and pastries, honey and
canned goods.

THE RIM FARMERS MARKET

Sundays
10am - 3pm
Year-Round

17503 La Cantera Parkway
(behind TGl Fridays)

ST. ANDREWS MARKET
Fridays
10am - 3pm
Year-Round

16320 Huebner Rd.
(at the St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church)

FIND LIS OM FACEEOCEK £ k

www.HILLCOUNTRYFARMERSMARKET.org

DEERFIELD MARKET
Saturdays
10am - 2pm
Year-Round

16607 Huebner Rd. &
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- You're Always Training
By intention or accident?
By Carrye Franzel

Sue Sternberg, recognized authority

.ﬂ in the dog training and shelter world,

g = said it best: “Dogs have no morals

" or ethics. They need parenting until
the | the day they die”

It is not commonly understood that
the cute puppy doesn’t naturally

takes time, patience, and repetition
for a dog to learn how to behave.
v Many puppies are returned to
shelters as adult dogs because after they were taken home
they were not worked with and, predictably, grew up to
become problem dogs. Yes, there is the occasional “easy
dog” who, with little effort, turns out to be that great pet who
doesn’t destroy your things, bark excessively, potty where he
shouldn’t, jump up on people, or pull on the leash—but that
is the exception. The vast majority of dogs need to be taught
these things through positive reinforcement and repetition
until the behaviors are learned.

You don’t have time for training? Actually, you already
are. Dogs pick up on cues we unwittingly give, every time
we interact with them. But what message are you giving?
Dog jumps up for greeting and you want it to stop? If you
are yelling “no” or “down” and pushing him away, you are
likely reinforcing the jumping. Instead, turn your back to the

dog, avoid eye contact, and say nothing until four paws hit
the ground then immediately stoop down, pet and praise. This
clearly marks for the dog “four paws on the floor, you get the
attention you want.”

Another misconception is that once a behavior is learned it
is there for life. A polite sit learned in obedience class will not
be reliable elsewhere unless it is practiced in other situations.
If you train to sit for a treat or before going outside, you are
reinforcing the sit and teaching self-control.

We are often asked at the shelter if a dog is housebroken. It
depends. A learned behavior like housetraining isn’t automatic
in a new environment. What to do to succeed? When bringing
any new dog into your home, commit to the first two weeks
treating as though not housetrained. Take him outside to potty
frequently, pay attention, immediately reward with praise and
treat for elimination in the proper place—each and every time
in the first few days. The dog quickly makes the connection
and becomes highly motivated to potty outside for his own
reasons. Crate or confine a new dog to a restricted area of the
house when left alone until the housetraining is solid. To give a
new dog unmonitored access to the entire house is to invite all
kinds of problems. Dogs should not, however, be left crated for
extended periods. Tips for introducing and using a crate may
be found at http/www.humanesociety.org/animals/dogs
tips/crate training.html

Training is always going on. With intentional training, you know
what you’re reinforcing and are doing it consistently. Hope
for the best, wait for mistakes and try to fix them—accidental
training. It's your choice.

Puloei©
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Caring, Gentle, Personalized,
and Attentive Dental Care

GUY PETERSON, DDS

2395 Bulverde Rd.

www.bulverdedental.com

$100.00 Off In Office Teeth Whitening or Free Take Home Teeth Whitening
when you come in for a new patient exam and x-rays and mention this ad.

* Invisalign® Braces

* Sedation Dentistry

* Dental Implants

» Cosmetic Dentistry

* Superior Dentures and Partials

» Latest Techniques and Technology

Bulverde, TX 78163

830.980.2869
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Challenges and So/utions

Sherry Mosier, President

Two of the biggest challenges we face as a community
in regards to quality economic development is workforce
development and workforce housing. These two elements
go hand in hand when creating a sustainable local economy
where residents can live, work, learn, and play all within
their community without the need to endure those long,
time consuming commutes...it’s all about quality of life
and spending more time with family and friends. Quality
businesses will not locate to our community if we don’t
have a good workforce and places for all levels of those
employees to live. Whether we are trying to bring in higher-
paying, technology-focused businesses, medical facilities,
appropriate retail, or unique restaurants, the first questions
these desired businesses ask are always related to
workforce availability, housing options, and infrastructure
(i.e. sewer, water, electric, roadways, communications
network, natural gas, etc.).

Many of our citizens want conveniences and services (i.e.
full service restaurants, medical facilities, retail, higher
paying jobs, etc.) nearby so they can avoid the now
onerous commute related to the traffic congestion they
experience when driving to adjacent communities such as
San Antonio, New Braunfels or Boerne. But where are these
businesses going to get their employees and where are
these employees going to live? Did you know that only 8 of
our 88 EMS and Fire personnel live in our area? It’s a similar
situation with respect to law enforcement, school district,
retail, and restaurant employees. With the average median
home value in our area being upwards of $277,000; in most
cases middle management, service providers, teachers,
and entry level employees can’t afford to live here. As a
result, most employees are commuting into our community
to work, which increases traffic congestion. Our local
businesses also often have to pay higher wages to get those
employees to commute here (or they end up losing them),
which often equates to higher prices for the consumer. It’s
really not the best situation for our community.

With the continued growth our community is experiencing,
we really need to look at the bigger picture and plan for the
future in regards to our local economy. We must continue
to seek quality builders to provide the diversified housing
options our community needs to have a sustainable
economy. We must continue to reduce the economic
impediments that are working against our community, such
as a lack of regional sewer capabilities at an affordable
cost, a lack of an “established market” to yield a better
financing structure, and high land prices.
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Job Fair Planned

While the EDF continues to seek ways to reduce these
known impediments, we also continue to look at ways to
further develop our workforce. The BSBEDF, in cooperation
with Alamo Workforce Solutions, the City of Bulverde, the
Bulverde/Spring Branch Area Chamber, and the Bulverde/
Spring Branch Library are planning a Job Fair to be held
on Thursday, May 14, 2015 from 2pm to 6pm at the
BSB Library. Whether you are a local business seeking
employees or someone looking for your next career
opportunity, we hope you will join us.

The BSBEDF is committed to assisting our community in
its efforts to manage growth while maintaining our rural
character and quality of life. Please visit our website at
www.bsbedf.com or call us at 830.885.4331 to learn more
about who we are and what we do, and for more information
about the upcoming Job Fair.

Your Local Mortgage Company

“HOME LOANS
(830) 438-8119

APPLY ONLINE alamoLENDING.com

29750 U.S. Highway 281 North
Bulverde TX 78163

PURCHASE - REFINANCE - CONSTRUCTION
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ANIMAL RESCUE CONNECTIONS

) 138 X
Relocating Cats -

A Last Resort!

By Jenny Burgess

Trap, Neuter, Return (TNR) is the best and most logical
method of controlling outdoor cat population numbers.
This will keep the cats in the same place but will stop the
reproduction.

Relocation is a last resort and only if the cats are either
abandoned or in danger from people, vehicles, or
starvation. Even with the agreement of a new caretaker at a
farm or ranch, relocation is not an easy task, as you cannot
just take cats somewhere else without implementing the
correct protocols to ensure their safety. Regardless of good
intentions, releasing cats in unfamiliar territory is "dumping"
and disastrous for the cats (not to mention illegal).

1. They do not know they are supposed to stay at the
new location and take off running, looking for their own
"home" back where you got them. This will often mean
the cats perish in the attempt.

2. If there are any resident cats at the new location, they
will view the newcomers as intruders and they will fight
them and run them off.

Cats must be confined for a minimum of two weeks
(maximum of four weeks) at their new location, protected
from the elements and cared for
by their new caretakers. A typical
size of crate for the confinement
period is no smaller than 30 inches |
X 36 inches. Inside is a shelter to
sleep in, a litter box and food and
water bowls (see photo).

Animal Rescue Connections constantly gets requests to
relocate cats, which is only possible if we have offers from
places such as farms, ranches, organic farms, or residents
with backyards to accommodate a few. These outdoor
cats (barn cats) are excellent for rodent control protecting
livestock feed, stored vegetables and seeds, etc. They also
make your environment safer from snakes. Rodents are the
snakes’ main food source — so no rodents means fewer
snake sightings! The cats are spayed/neutered, vaccinated,
healthy and free of charge!

If you are interested in having some cats for your location,
contact Animal Rescue Connections at 210-474-0083
(leave a message) or Email: info@animalrescueconnections.
vpweb.com For more information on the humane control
the outdoor cat numbers, visit the Trap, Neuter, Return
page on our website (www.animalrescueconnections.org).

Foreign Policy Discussions

at the Library

[a The Bulverde/Spring Branch Library and the
T"‘rl Friends of the Library will host their annual Foreign
Policy Association’s Great Decisions series every
Thursday evening from March 5 through April 23
beginning at 5:45pm. This discussion program

Lh‘ﬂﬂ'l’ Wl’ TRARE 10

is designed to encourage discussion and debate
of important global challenges of our time. Anyone with an
interest in expanding their knowledge of U.S. foreign policy and
global affairs is welcome to join a Great Decisions discussion
group. Be prepared to engage in active discussions of crucial
international issues facing policymakers and citizens.

If you would like a briefing book, they are on sale at cost at
the library. Refreshments are provided by the Friends while
we watch the program DVD and hear a presenter on the topic
prior to discussion.

Topics are as follows:

e March 5 - Human Trafficking in the 2Ist Century -
Marguerite Scott, President of Kerrville's chapter of League
of Women's Voters

e March 12 - Privacy in the Digital Age

e March 19 - Russia and the Near Abroad - Dennis Deeny

e March 26 - Sectarianism in the Middle East - Max Ex Tawil,
President of Canyon Lake Rotary Club

e April 2 - India Changes Course - Jagadeeshwar Gurrala

e April 9 - US. Policy Toward Africa - Richard Britz,
International SOS

e April 16 - Syria's Refugee Crisis

e April 23 - Brazil's Metamorphosis - Joe Straubhauer,
Professor Joseph D. Straubhaar is the Amon G. Carter
Centennial Professor of Communicationsinthe Department
of Radio-TV-Film at The University of Texas at Austin

We are still seeking a speaker on the Syria topic if you know
anyone with experience on the topic. We will also have a
satellite program of some of the topics at the Mystic Shores
clubhouse on Fridays. Please see the library website for more
information on both locations.

Tax Help at the Library
AARP will continue to provide income tax assistance every
friday starting February 6th from 10:30am to 3:30pm
through April 10th at the library. This service is strictly by
appointment only. Appointments can be made by calling
830-885-2247.

~ FEDERAL

SECURITY SYSTEMS
210-490-2815

Insured
Bonded

FREE

0 UsE
AFF,
ESTIMATES OBt

SYSTEMS

federalsecuritysystems@gvtc.com ¢ www.federalsecuritysystemstexas.com

Specializing in Installing, Monitoring
and Maintaining Residential and
Commercial Security Systems

Family Owned and Operated

Serving the Greater San Antonio and Hill Country area for 33 years
(Bulverde Resident)
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BAAC
Smithson Valley High School Art Show

Three years ago, the Bulverde Area Arts Center and Smithson Valley High
School artists joined forces to display student art in the Bulverde Gallery.
The response to the first show was impressive in both the quality of the art
and the reception by the public. The 2015 show introduced new art and new
artists to the Bulverde community, and the accolades were abundant.

The show is designed to give talented student artists exposure in a gallery
under the same guidelines as memlber shows, and provide an experience they
can use to further their art ambitions. A number of exhibiting artists have
expressed their intention to further their studies in art following graduation.

Young Artists Workshop Series

The mission of the Bulverde Area Art Center, a nonprofit institution, is to
provide education for those aspiring in the arts, exhibition opportunities for
art practitioners, and art events for public participation. The goal of BAAC
is to inspire artists at all levels and in all mediums. To that end, BAAC has
developed a year-long program of hands-on art education. The Young Artists
Workshop Series is a yearly program consisting of full- and half-day intensive
art courses developed for aspiring teen artists. Artists from the area will
conduct these clinic/workshops onsite at the Bulverde Area Art Center. The
programs first year goal would be to provide services to 150 to 200 children.
Although many of the clinics will be conducted in the center’s classroom,
some workshops may be held outside, on the grounds as weather permits.

The workshops will consist of experiences with painting, textile dying and
design, drawing, photography, and jewelry production and design. The Young
Artists Workshop Series will be available to everyone in the community at
the targeted underwritten rate of $49 per person. Accompanying parents/

ON THE COVER

Once again, Debbie Karnes has provided the perfect photo for our
cover! This little guy is busy, busy, busy in the tree tops. Squirrels in
our neck of the woods do not always hibernate deeply when winters
are mild, and can be frequently seen romping through the trees
throughout most of the winter, only curling up to sleep in the coldest
of temperatures. The spring months will bring renewed activity in
these critters as they harvest and gather new spring treats while

mocking and teasing the ground-bound dogs and hastily robbing
bird feeders of seed (much to the dismay of the bird lovers) in back
yards all around Bulverde. Thanks so much to Debbie Karnes for
giving us this fun little guy to enjoy on our cover!

<THP> TWISTED OAK FARM

1500 Bulverde Road °* Bulverde TX 78163

HUNTERS ¢ JUMPERS

Boarding . Training . Showing
Sales . Instruction

! Full Service training program with individual
goal setting for the show-oriented rider.

Email: jconn@gvtc.com Johnny & Claudia Conn
Website: www.twistedoakfarm.com (830) 980-3055

ENJOY 109 OFF 1ST MONTH BOARD cell (830) 660-5794
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Still Life with Lantern” is an oil on canvas painting
by Haley Ashcroft, a senior at Smithson Valley
High School. This is just one of several works of art
recently displayed by SVHS students at the Bulverde
Area Arts Center gallery in the 2015 Smithson Valley
High School Art Show.

guardians will receive a discounted rate of $39
per adult. Majestic Arts Ranch Foundation and
GVTC Foundation are assisting in the funding
of the program. More information about the
program can be found on the BAAC website
at:  www.bulverdeareaartcentercom. The
BAAC Gallery is located in Bulverde Village at
2355 Bulverde Road, #9. The Gallery is open
Fridays and Saturdays from 4 pm to 8 pm
and Sundays from 11 am to 3 pm. There is no
admission charge to visit the gallery.

Shweiki ad




SVHS
CHEERLEADERS
WIN BIG!

In January, the Smithson Valley High School
Cheerleaders competed in the National
Cheerleaders Association (NCA) High School
National Championship in Dallas and came
away with a big win!

On the first day of competition, they placed
1st in the Preliminary Competition. On day
two, they competed in the Finals against
twelve other cheerleading teams from around
the nation. The Ranger Cheerleaders placed
1st in the Finals, making them NCA National
Champions for the Medium Intermediate
Division. They also won a Specialty Award
for Jumps. Having not competed at the
national level in several years, this national
title is an outstanding accomplishment!
Congratulations to the SV Cheerleaders on
all of the hard work and determination to
achieve this incredible goal!

}q S
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Front row: (L to R) Tatum LaField (sophomore), Colleen Clancy (sophomore), Kennedy
Moore (junior), Noelle Shattuck (junior), and Lindsey Lopez (freshman) Second Row:
(L to R) Jaceleigh Long (freshman), Annie Volimer (freshman), Melynna Martinez
(freshman), Alyssa Presley (freshman), Hallie Reeves (freshman), Jordan Mabie
(freshman), and Tiffany Weber (junior) Back row: (L to R) Alyssa Bafidis (sophomore),
Mackenzie Foley (freshman), Gabriella Pagliarulo (freshman), Coach Amber Mitchell,
Jenna Weller (junior), Riley Rogers (freshman), Coach Rico Ruiz, Coach Chris Hendon,
and Alli Robinson (junior).

GVTC is Going All-Digital

Good News for GVTC Cable TV Customers

GVTC Cable Television is in the process of transitioning
to an all-digital system to enhance the total viewing
experience with:

m High Quality Picture and Sound,
B Increased Cable Broadband Speeds, and

B The Addition of More HD Channels

For more information, visit gvtc.com %
or tune to GVTC cable channel 14.

800-367-4882 = GVTC.com ‘
Serdioes described will be provided by either Guadalupe Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc., " Cooperative™) dibfa GVTC GVTC .

at its whally owned subsidiary, Guadalupe Valley Communications Systems LP dibfa GVCS. License # BO3237 COMMUNICATIONS




“The Bulverde Park is the perfect backdrop for outdoor
movie watching,” said Friends of the Park Chair, Merri
Harrison. “The movies are free to the public, in part
due to hosting by the Friends of the Park, the Bulverde
Police Department, and several generous business
sponsors. | hope many people will take this opportunity
to come out and enjoy a fun-filled evening with their
family and friends.”

The movies in Bulverde’s Community Park are all rated
PG. Although the shows begin at dusk, attendees are
encouraged to arrive early to picnic, play, and find a
good viewing spot. Picnic blankets, sand chairs, and
jackets (on chilly nights) are recommended; attendees
are welcome to bring food and drink. The Friends of
the Park will also be operating a snack bar to raise

funds in support of future Movies in the Park.

The free, family-friendly movie series is part of the
Friends’ planned summer events which will also include
the second annual Bulverde Fun Fest scheduled for
June 13th. Local movie sponsors include State Farm
Insurance, Reliance Realty, Bulverde Hills Dental,
Bulverde Feed & Seed, the Spring Branch Bulverde
Family Lions Club, and South Texas Growers. This is
the second year for our Movie in the Park series; last
year’s 3 movies in the park were attended by over 850
residents from the greater Bulverde area.

This year’s films will show on the 2nd Friday of
the month on April 10th, May 8th, June 12th, July
10th, and August 14th. Additional movies will be
shown in conjunction with Halloween and the Bulverde
Christmas Tree lighting ceremony. For more information
on the Bulverde Movies in the Park series, or view the
entire list of films and their respective dates, visit www.
BulverdeParks.com. Businesses seeking to sponsor
movies in the park are encouraged to contact Larry
Sunn at 201.286.8050 or email TexSunn@GMail.com.
Bulverde area residents wanting to help plan future
recreational activities at the park should attend the
Friends’ meetings at City Hall on the 4th Tuesday of
the month, at 6:00 p.m.
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GRAHAM v
PLUMBING(V
SERVICE

Kirk Graham

Timberwood Park resident

210-313-8852

* Leaks -+ Clogs
* Installation
» Water Heaters, Repairs

No Overtime Charges
EVeningS/weekends Master License #18441

Published and distributed by:

Neighborhood News, Inc.
e 3740 Colony Drive Suite 120
Neighborhood ~ San Antonio, TX 78230
News vereo (210) 558-3160 * (210) 558-3163 fax

Info@NeighborhoodNews.com
www.NeighborhoodNews.com

For advertising sales and information please call or send
an email to Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com

Articles that appear in the City of Bulverde newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official position of
Neighborhood News, Inc. and their publication does not constitute an endorsement therein. The appearance of
any advertisement in the City of Bulverde newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by Neighborhood News,
Inc. of the goods or services advertised. Neighborhood News, Inc. is not responsible for errors beyond the cost
of the actual ad space. Any publication of Neighborhood News, Inc., whether draft or final is the sole property of
Neighborhood News, Inc. and cannot be reproduced or distributed in any way, whether in print or electronically,
without the express written consent of Neighborhood News, Inc. ©Neighborhood News, Inc.

WE INSTALL

Flat Screen TVs

Q TVI] Audio Equipment
Q‘ SOUND Surround Sound

Whole House Audio

Services Provided:
« Mount TVs in a clean and stylish look.

- Install surround sound systems or speakers throughout
the whole house (regardless if wired or not wired).

. Provide equipment such as receivers that are programmed
to work with your home’s wireless network as well as your

smart phones, ceiling speakers, wall speakers, tower speakers
and TV brackets, HDMI cables and more.

- Find solutions for your home entertainment, relocate and
add a TV, internet or phone line to a better location.

Over 10 years of experience.

Roger Rodriguez

210-882-8351
RnR@TVnSound.com

Roland Rodriguez

210-542-5305




Odds ‘'

Movin’ on Up!

The Bulverde Thrift Store is moving to a new location in the
4 old HEB center on Hwy 46, and the manager Kristina Vickers
could not be any more excited! Expecting to be moved in by to Hold Auditions
| March 2nd, the new location offers more room for merchandise
4 and is in a more accessible location. Donations for the Thrift ~ Director Lou Garza will hold open
Store will now be accepted at the Thrift Store instead of at the Provisions facility. ~ auditions for the S.T.A.G.E., Inc.
The Bulverde Thrift Store is a nonprofit organization that helps to support both ~ 2014-2015 season production
Provisions: A 25:35 Outreach and the BSB Activity Center. It’s always a treasure ~ of REBEL YELLS, a drama by

hunt at the Thrift Store, and you’ll always get a great bargain! Steve Warren.  Auditions will
be held at 4 p.m. on Sunday,

Boys Town Texas to Host Benefit Run T 21500 Baivors Rom e
Bulverde. Performers are needed
for the following roles: 1 Female,
6 Male, 1 Male Teenager. Contact
S.T.A.G.E. for more information at
(830) 438-2339.

Boys Town Texas is holding the race for prevention of child abuse 5k / 10k run-
walk on Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 8:00 am at the Valero energy headquarters
(one Valero Way, San Antonio, Tx 78249). Get out there and get your run on
for a great cause! Call 210-271-1010 or visit www.boystown.org/texasrace for
more information.

FREE
EVALUATION

For Braces, Dentures,
Wisdom Teeth Removal
or Second Opinion
~ Up to $75 Value ~
John C. Sykes, D.D.S., P.A. Né”:ni?,‘:i‘:,‘s@ﬁ‘zw}ﬁj;&‘:éi o
Expires 2/28/15.
Alyssa R. Cobb, D.D.S.

General Dentistry FREE
WHITENING

Visit our website for specials! With Comprehensive Exam,
) Full Set X-Rays,
Drs. Sykes & Cobb are your personal dentists for: & rutine Cleaning, & Fluoride
~ $500 Value ~
Hwy. 46 ‘With this coupon.

Cannot combine with other offers.

Cosmetic Dentistry . Expires 2/28/15.

2647 Bulverde Road Wwisdom Teeth Removal |ﬁ;‘.’.

Family Dentistry

Bulverde, TX 78163 Oral & IV Sedation o (@] \ $1 50 OFF

Bulverde Road

With Comprehensive Exam,
ﬁ Full Set X-Rays,
Routine Cleaning, & Fluoride

Crowns & Bridges |qn ‘

83 0 ° 9 8 0 ° 9004 Dentures & Partials

Braces & Invisalign 2647 Bulverde Road
1/2 mile from US HWY 281 ~Regularly $300 ~

New Patients Only. Offer good only for
patients without insurance. With this coupon.

Customer service is our first priority! o e i o o
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Sunday Monday Tuesday ~Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
1 2 3 4 5 NOTES:
Second Samuel Wellness on SBBFamily ~ FREE CPR/  Second Samuel ~Second Samuel B C'; e, B e .
i irst Ai S.TAGE. STAGLE. ulverde City Council, Bulverde Planning an
(STAGE) V\g_\OeO?S ;—fggs First Q&CIass { ) ( ) Zoning Commission, and Friends of the Park
(Provisions) (Actviy czmer (353 Rodeo D) meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall (30360
Planning & ) Cougar Bend)
anning BAAC Mtg.  Second Samuel
Zoning 6:30p g (STAGE)
6:30p (AtCr)
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7
Second Samuel  Friends of the ~ Wellness on Wine & Art 6:00p Easter Wellness on
(STAGE) Library Board Wheels (At Center) Sunday Wheels
: ~ 1:30p (Library) 9:00a Bulverde Lions 9:00a
Dayight S.\/gs Time r P (Provisions) 7:00; (Provisions)
begins Library District (8. Comm Cir) Planni
(Spring Foward @~ B0ard 4:00p  City Council anning &
2:00a) (Library) 6:30 Zoning
: 630p
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 = )4
Community ~ St. Partrick's Day  SBB Family =~ BSBES 6:00p  First Day of riends of the eliness on
Garden Mtg. " Lions (353 Rodeo Dr) Spring Library Board Wheels
Native Plant 1:30p (Library) 9:00a
5:15 Soc. 7:30p ESD#1.4,85 CISD o
(Activity Center) 7:00p (Activity Center) P r:otp o Spring Break Library District (Provisions)
cISD (GVTC) cISD i Boa.rd 4:00p City Council
Spring Break cISD Spring Break CISD (Library) 6:30p
Spring Break Spring Break
292 23 24 25 26 o7 28 19 20 21
Free Outdoor Friends of the ~ Mayor's Town  Bulverde Lions POET Shine the Park gorgmu&lty NatléicPlant
i :00p :00a arden Mtg. -
CatC ?aosr;trol g‘ggi Halleh:glgstmg (Bul.Gomn. Ct) Pr;géﬁm (Bsuggolr:\.m Park) 5150 9 7:00p
200p (858 Libary) CuyHal) ol C 'O”Sh (Activity Center) @19
(353 Rodeo Dr) nnual C a;S ow
(Bulv. Baptist Church)
29 30 3t o7 928
. Free Qutdoor Early Votin Early
. Cat Control C.y Hal 9 arly Voting
Bulverde City Council, Bulverde Planning and Class 2:00p (Cty Hall (City Hall)
Zoning Commission, and Friends of the Park (353 Rodeo Dr) )
meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall (30360 Spring Chicken Friends of the
Cougar Bend) Fegtlvasil Park 6:00p
(Bulv. Comm. Cir)

1

April Fool's Day

SBB Family
Lions
7:30p

(Activity Center)

BAAC Mig.

6:30p
(ArtCtr)

8

15

Tax Day
SBB Family
Lions
7:30p
(Activity Center)

22

Earth Day

29

Early Voting
(City Hall)

Wednesday Thursday

2

9

Wine & Art 6:00p

(Art Center)

Bulverde Lions
7:00p

(Bulv. Comm, Cr)

16

BSBES 6:00p
(353 Rodeo Dr)

ESD#1.4,&5
7:00p
(353 Rodeo Dr)

23
Bulverde Lions
7:00

:00p
(Bulv. Comm. Ctr

30

Early Voting
(City Hall)
Bracken

Christian School
Preview
6:00p

Friday Saturday
4
Passover
10 11
Movie inthe  Big Trash Day
Park 8:00a
dusk 8:30ish (City Hall; Bulverde
(Bulverde Comm. Park) residents only)
17 18
24 25
Beekeeping
Workshop
10:00a
(Activity Ctr)
Shine the Park
8:00a
(Bulv. Comm. Park)
o]
L ]
-
Early Voting @ City Hall:
May 1-5

Voting Day: May 9



