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MAIN NUMBER
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830-980-8832
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Rob Hurst, MAYOR PRO TEM Yvonne Chapman, COUNCIL

Kirk Harrison, COUNCIL Gene Hartman, COUNCIL

Ray Jeffrey, COUNCIL David Payne, COUNCIL

COMAL COUNTY
MAIN NUMBER
877-724-9475

JUDGE
830-221-1105

COMMISSIONERS COURT
830-221-1100

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PCT 2
830-438-2266

CONSTABLE, PCT 2

830-438-3117
ANIMAL CONTROL ROAD & BRIDGE

830-608-2016 830-608-2090

SHERRIFF’S OFFICE TAX OFFICE
830-885-4883 830-438-6172

EMERGENCY SERVICES
(IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911)

NONEMERGENCY LINE
830-620-3400

BULVERDE SPRING BRANCH FIRE & EMS
830-228-4501

CENTRE FOR EMERGENCY HEALTH SCIENCES
830-228-4504

BSB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
830-438-4285

BSB ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
830-885-4331

BSB LIBRARY
830-438-4864

FRONT PORCH NEWS
editor@ci.bulverde.tx.us

Some of the content herein may be the copyrighted property of the City of Bulverde, the
contributing authors, or our publisher's licensors. No article from this publication may be used,
reproduced, transmitted or distributed with the exception that you may photocopy one copy
thereof for your personal, noncommercial, home use only. Articles that appear in The Front Porch
News do not necessarily reflect the official position of the City of Bulverde, and their publication
does not constitute an endorsement thereof. The appearance of any advertisement in The Front
Porch News does not constitute an endorsement by the City of Bulverde.

As a City publication, the Front Porch News strives to maintain objectivity and accuracy in all
published content. The newsletter must remain neutral in the publication of content that may be
considered controversial, biased, or inflammatory within the community (e.g., political content
or opinions, religious material, etc.). The newsletter differs from a newspaper in that opinion
pieces are typically not included. Publication of contributing partner content is subject to review
for applicability and appropriateness of a publicly funded communication initiative. The newsletter
is produced in part through public funding, and is accordingly governed by the regulations set
forth in Texas State Law.
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KNowLEDGE & ExpERIENCE ~ QPENING DoORS For You

KenCom Real Estate Services

BHE

Real Estate Sales e Marketing ¢ Property Management

Yvonne Chapman (210) 240-3148
At Your Service

YvonneLChapman@yahoo.com

Bulverde Feed & Seed

Deer Feed ~ Feeders
Horse ~ Livestock Feed
Quality Hay
Pet Food

(830) 438-3252

www.BulverdeFeed.com
south of FM 1863




MAYOR’S
PoiNT

Bill Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

The City of Bulverde will soon celebrate its 18th Birthday on
November 4th. The City was created in 1997 when citizens in
three separate elections voted in favor of incorporation by an
overwhelming majority of approximately eight to one.

There were several attempts at incorporating Bulverde before that
which had failed miserably. So what was different about the 1997
vote?

The biggest difference was a well thought out municipal plan.
Forming a municipality in Texas is serious business, and must be
done right. A well-built foundation is the key to any long-lasting
endeavor. If not formed correctly, the statutory responsibilities
required by the State can result in a newly formed city being a
monster that lacks any meaningful authority to manage growth and
development, but still has a ferocious appetite for tax revenue.

There is quite a bit of built-in overhead and responsibility when a
city is formed in Texas. Citizens of a municipality still have to pay
all their County taxes, but now also add a City tax on top of that
to fund the required State responsibilities. Those responsibilities
sometimes seem endless, and the State legislature unfortunately
continues to enact many new unfunded mandates almost every

year. There are the obvious ones like police services, municipal
court, accounting, and road maintenance. Some of the more
obscure responsibilities however are complying with extensive state
record retention requirements, processing open records requests,
public funds investment management, managing plats and
subdivisions, attorney fees, mandatory yearly third-party auditing,
mandatory personnel training, Texas Municipal League dues, code
enforcement, complying with FEMA regulations, election costs,
and so on. These are all things that the State and County no longer
do for you once you are an incorporated municipality.

Bulverde’s successful plan in 1997 included several key elements
which assured both the necessary authority to manage growth and
development, but also the necessary means of financial support to
appropriately fund its operations without being an onerous burden
to tax payers.

Texas law limits the geographic area allowed during incorporation
to two square miles if the population is less than 5,000. State law,
however, allows for multiple contiguous areas to be incorporated
and later merged, forming one municipal entity via “consolidation”
and “confirmation” elections.

The current City of Bulverde was actually five smaller, approximately
2-square mile cities that consolidated into one. Each one was
predominantly a neighborhood of around 1,000 people. The first
three municipalities to form were Bulverde South, Bulverde North
and Bulverde East. Soon after, the cities of Bulverde West and
Bulverde Northwest were also formed. It took almost four years and
atotal of 17 separate incorporation, consolidation, and confirmation
elections to form all the individual cities and bring them together as
one unified municipality. Over the years, this “economies of scale”
proved to be very wise, as the now unified City of Bulverde was

(Continued on page 4)
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everything from simple basic ¥ #5
obedience training to treating '’ [
complex psychological issues.

DAYCARE AND LODGING: Pet

Galaxy offers dream

vacations for your pets,
because pets deserve vaca-

tions too!

GROOMING AND STYLING:
We offer a large grooming
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department with experienced

pet stylists Mon—Fri.

CALL US TODAY to customize your dog’s
training, or your pet’s perfect vacation!

Pet Galax

PET HOTEL, RESORT & SPA
www.PetGalaxyUSA.com

13060 US Highway 281 N, Spring Branch TX 78070

SRSl W w.facebook.com/PetGalaxyUSA
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(Continued from page 3)

able to lower its tax rate far below the rates that several of the
individual cities had originally adopted, and is now one of the
lowest in the Texas.

Each one of the five individual cities included well developed
residential neighborhoods within their city limits, as well as
commercial corridors, in order to provide a good mixture of
property tax base. Those individual areas were connected with
narrow strips of highway land along FM 1863 and Hwy 46 to
better manage growth through a more extensive Extra Territorial
Jurisdiction (ETJ). Those narrow strips were connected to the
east to New Braunfles ETJ and to the west to adjoin Boerne’s
ETJ, forming a “wall” of sorts in Comal county to keep the City
of San Antonio from ever extending north of us. If it weren’t for
Bulverde’s incorporation in the late 1990’s, the City of San Antonio
had plans to quickly reach north of HWY 46 via annexation, with
an ETJ that would now extend well past the Guadalupe River.

The last piece of the municipal plan was the eventual adoption of
a Home Rule Charter. With a local “Constitution” overwhelmingly
approved by Bulverde’s citizens in May 2015, Bulverde gained
the ability to annex adjacent land and implement the necessary
legal tools to better manage the development that our community
is facing. If you look at a map of Bulverde’s City Limits you can
clearly see the separate component cities/neighborhoods that
consolidated, but also the large voids of undeveloped land
between them. Now those undeveloped pieces can be brought
into the City to help complete the puzzle, and ensure that they
maintain the character of the community if they ever develop.

It is Bulverde’s intention to begin annexing investor-owned
properties, or properties that are being marketed for near-term
development, so that the City’s high standards of development
can be applied, and to help ensure that only quality growth
occurs in our area. If those undeveloped tracts do not wish
to develop, however, the City Council encourages those
owners to keep their property undeveloped by entering into
a non-annexation/ non-development agreement with the City.
The City Council hopes many of these properties will remain
undeveloped, as this will help better maintain the rural nature of
the Bulverde community in the long term, which is a major goal
of this City Council.

The City has of course had some bumps in the road and
growing pains over the years, but we have worked through
them. | think we are better off today making the decision to
incorporate back in 1997. If we did not have a well thought out
municipal plan, however, | think things would be much different.

It takes a lot of resources, professionally trained staff, and many
volunteer hours to maintain a well-run city and meet the legal
obligations of the State of Texas. | can’t imagine if only one
of the five component Bulverde Cities had incorporated. Even
today, the City sometimes struggles to fill vacancies on various
Boards and Commissions, even with a population over 5,000.
QOur property tax rate definitely would not be one of the lowest
in the State, like it is today. There truly is strength in numbers.

Your Local Mortgage Company

" HOME LOANS
(830) 438-8119

APPLY ONLINE alamoLENDING.com
20750 US. Highway 281 North [ auet

ALAMO PREMIER

Bulverde TX 78163 MORTGAGE

PURCHASE - REFINANCE - CONSTRUCTION
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

670 Old Boerne Road

Fully Accredited by Bulverde, TX 78163
Association of Christian Schools | 830-980- 3267 SA Metro
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International and brackenchristian.com
Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools

K4-12 Grade

* Weekly Chapel, Daily Bible Classes

* Higher achievement testing results
compared to most ACSI schools

* 100% of BCS Graduates are accepted to
leading colleges and universities

» 10 State Championships in 16 years

* TAPPS Athletics

Providing over 30 years of

Spiritual, Academic, & Athletic Excellence!




by: Sherman Krause

About 125,000 people live in Comal County, which spans 575
square miles and includes all or parts of six cities and several
other unincorporated communities. And all of it is served by one
county jail.

Every county in Texas is required by law to have a jail, which
usually serves as the first step in a defendant’s journey through
the legal system - the place where they are held until they make
bond or stand trial. As a result, nearly every person arrested in
Comal County comes to the jail, regardless of whether the arrest
occurs down the street in New Braunfels, 30 minutes away in
Bulverde or across the county in Fair Oaks Ranch.

Every Comal County resident has a stake in the jail, which is
why the Commissioners Court has put a bond proposition on
the ballot in November for county residents to decide whether
to fund it.

If it passes, the $76 million bond issue would fund a new jail next
door to the current facility. The current jail would be renovated
into administrative space for the Comal County Sheriff’s Office.

The jail — part of the Walter Fellers Law Enforcement Center —
was built on West San Antonio Street in 1985 with 144 beds. In
1999, the county expanded it to 337 beds, anticipating that it
would last another 20 years. It lasted 11.

We all know about the explosive growth Comal County has seen
over the past 15 years. In 2009, the Texas Commission on Jalil
Standards assessed our jail and determined it had an effective
maximum capacity of 300, which leaves room to accept new
arrivals and make sure we can keep minimum- and maximum-
security inmates separated. The average daily population of the
jail exceeded that capacity for the first time in 2010 and has
reached an all-time high of 320 so far this year.

When the jail is too full to accept new inmates, we have to transfer
them to other counties, paying those counties for housing our
inmates while also paying for transportation and personnel costs
to drop them off and pick them up. We’ve spent $20,000 so far
this year to house inmates in Guadalupe County, not counting 10
female inmates currently housed there.

On top of that expense, the jail's maintenance costs have
accelerated, now averaging over $200,000 annually. In 2010,
the county spent almost $600,000 to fully replace the plumbing,
which had begun to corrode. Every time a jail door breaks, it must
be replaced by a custom-made one at a cost of thousands of
dollars because no company manufactures them anymore. From
2010-14, the county spent nearly $1.2 million total on repairs and
maintenance.

The Commissioners Court understands that $76 million is a lot
of money — which is why we feel only you can decide whether
to spend it. A new jail won't just affect Comal County law
enforcement officers, it also will affect residents in Bulverde and
every other community and neighborhood in Comal County.

Election Day is Nov. 3. | encourage you to exercise your right to
vote.
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FREE

EVALUATION

For Braces, Dentures,
Wisdom Teeth Removal
or Second Opinion
~ Up to $125 Value ~

New Patients Only. With this coupon.
Cannot combine with other offers.
Expires 10/31/15.

FREE

WHITENING

With Comprehensive Exam,
Full Set X-Rays,
Routine Cleaning & Fluoride

~ $550 Value ~

With this coupon.
Cannot combine with other offers.
Expires 10/31/15.

50% OFF

With Comprehensive Exam,
Full Set X-Rays,
Routine Cleaning & Fluoride

~ Regularly $330 ~
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City
Hall
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Bulverde Road

Hwy. 281 N.

Post
Office

Bulverde Lane
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2647 Bulverde Road
1/2 mile from US HWY 281

New Patients Only. Offer good only for
patients without insurance. With this coupon.
Cannot combine with other offers.
Expires 10/31/15.
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STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
AND COMAL COUNTY BOND ELECTION
VOTING DATES, TIMES, AND LOCATIONS

OCTOBER

Early Voting: Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Oct. 19-23, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Oct. 24, 7 a.m.—=7 p.m.

Oct. 25, 1-6 p.m.

Oct. 26-30, 7 a.m.—7 p.m.

NOVEMBER

Election Day: Tuesday, Nov. 3, 7 a.m.=7 p.m.
Precinct 102: Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Precinct 106: Smithson Valley Middle School
Precinct 204: Bulverde City Hall

Precinct 206: Johnson Ranch Elementary School
Precinct 405: Rebecca Creek Baptist Church

SEPTIC

Residential & Commercial

Proudly Serving South Texas for over 10 Years!

e Gonventional Septic & Aerobic Installations
¢ Aerobic Maintenance Contracts

e Septic Tank Cleaning

e Drain Field Repairs

¢ Real Estate Inspections

$95 OFF Any Service

Licensed & Insured
#0S0028816 #0S0023596 #MP0001294

=9889-4606

mjseptic@satx.rr.com

Hablamos Espariol Senior Citizen & Military Discounts
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Constitutional Amendment
Election Ballot Language

The following amendments to the Texas Constitution
are proposed.

Proposition 1 - SJR 1

“The constitutional amendment increasing the amount
of the residence homestead exemption from ad valorem
taxation for public school purposes from $15,000 to
$25,000, providing for a reduction of the limitation on the
total amount of ad valorem taxes that may be imposed for
those purposes on the homestead of an elderly or disabled
person to reflect the increased exemption amount,
authorizing the legislature to prohibit a political subdivision
that has adopted an optional residence homestead
exemption from ad valorem taxation from reducing the
amount of or repealing the exemption, and prohibiting
the enactment of a law that imposes a transfer tax on a
transaction that conveys fee simple title to real property.”

Proposition 2 - HJR 75

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature
to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all
or part of the market value of the residence homestead of
the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled
veteran who died before the law authorizing a residence
homestead exemption for such a veteran took effect.”

Proposition 3 - SJR 52

“The constitutional amendment repealing the requirement
that state officers elected by voters statewide reside in the
state capital.”

Proposition 4 - HJR 73

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature
to permit professional sports team charitable foundations
to conduct charitable raffles.”

Proposition 5 - SJR 17

“The constitutional amendment to authorize counties
with a population of 7,500 or less to perform private road
construction and maintenance.”

Proposition 6 - SJR 22

“The constitutional amendment recognizing the right of the
people to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife subject to laws
that promote wildlife conservation.”

Proposition 7 - SUR 5

“The constitutional amendment dedicating certain sales
and use tax revenue and motor vehicle sales, use, and
rental tax revenue to the state highway fund to provide
funding for nontolled roads and the reduction of certain
transportation-related debt.”

Please visit the Texas Legislature Online home page
to obtain further information. Retrieved from http://
www.votetexas.gov/november-3-2015-constitutional-
amendment-election-ballot-language/




The following facts are presented to descrlbe the
current and future state of the Comal County Jail,
and provide some detail about the Bond Election.

Maintenance costs continue to increase
Total costs in five-year increments
2000-04: $352,405

2005-09: $527,045

2010-14: $1,127,810

Major maintenance and repair projects in recent years
have included plumbing replacement ($565,543),
HVAC repairs ($32,442), kitchen floor replacement
($25,449), and replacing broken jail doors ($247,942).

The jail reached its 20-year capacity 8 years early

The 1999 expansion to 337 beds was estimated to
last 20 years. As of 2011, according to a county-
commissioned study, “the jail is basically at full
capacity.” Over the past 12 months, the county
periodically has sent prisoners to Guadalupe County
at a direct cost of $50 per prisoner per day (not
counting transport and personnel costs) because the
current jail did not have room for them.

Comal County growth expected to continue

A 2009 assessment by the Texas Commission
on Jail Standards and a 2012 architect’s study
recommended building a jail that can accommodate
the county’s future growth.

Ten entitles, including six municipalities, use the
jail

The Comal County Jail serves not just the
sheriff’s office and four constables who patrol the
unincorporated county, but also the cities of New
Braunfels, Bulverde, Garden Ridge, Selma, Schertz
and Fair Oaks Ranch, the Texas Departments of
Public Safety and Parks and Wildlife, and the U.S.
Marshals.

Bond election comes after years of preparation

e After the 2012 jail study, the county began
looking at potential sites for a new jail.

¢ After looking at sites for a new jail along FM
306 and FM 482, Comal County purchased
11.5 acres adjoining the current jail for $1.675
million in August 2014.

¢ |n early 2015, Commissioners Court contracted
with Brinkley Sargent Wiginton Architects to
estimate the cost of building a new jail and
renovating the current jail and law enforcement
center into new sheriff’s offices.

® On Aug. 10, Brinkley Sargent Wiginton returned
a preliminary design and estimate of about $76
million.

Overall effect on county tax rate will be 1 cent

To fund the bond purchase, the county estimates
raising its property tax rate by 1 cent per $100 of
value. For property valued at $200,000, that’s an
increase of $20 per year.

cha't'ed at 281 & FM 1863
Open Tues - Sat10a-7p

Guns. Ammo. Gunsmithing.
Great selection
Even Better Prices

210-201-3006
Sales@ArmedinAmerica.com
Class lll Dealer

10 % off New Clients

mmé‘\ :Men‘non this Ad
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231 20 US HWY 281N #106
210-399-8585
830-515-2555

The Front Porch News
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Bluebennetgrooming.com
Faor Monthly Specials,

Proef of Current Rabies Vaccines
requirgd for all pets ever 16 weeks,
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Last November, 80% of Texas voters passed Proposition
1, which constitutionally dedicates a portion of each year’s
oil and natural gas production taxes to the State Highway
Fund. In 2014, this equated to roughly $1.7 billion in extra
funding. However, with lower oil prices projected, it is
estimated to be about $1.2 billion in each of the next two
years, and will continue to fluctuate in future years. However,
Proposition 1 alone will not address the Texas Department of
Transportation’s (TXDOT’s) estimated $5 billion annual funding
gap that exists between minimal highway construction/
maintenance needs and available resources.

The overwhelming passage of
Proposition 1 sent a clear message
to the Texas Legislature that voters
want our Texas highways maintained,
improved, and expanded to enhance
quality of life and to keep Texas
moving. As a result, two additional
proposals were considered during the
2015 Legislative Session that will add
new, predictable funding sources. The
legislature decisively passed SJR 5, a
two-part proposed amendment to the
Texas Constitution that would direct billions each year to the
State Highway Fund. The Texas Senate voted 31-0 and the
Texas House voted 141-1 to send this package to the voters
for a decision on November 3rd. It will appear as Proposition
7 on the November 3rd ballot, along with six other proposed
Constitutional amendments.

The first part of Proposition 7 proposes to dedicate up to
$2.5 billion a year in state sales and use tax revenues to
the State Highway Fund for construction and maintenance
of non-tolled highways and bridges. This revenue would
begin to be deposited into the State Highway Fund starting
September 1, 2017. However, if a major recession caused
sales tax revenues to drop below $28 billion for a specific
year, no sales tax would go to the State Highway Fund for
that fiscal year. Furthermore, future State Legislatures could
cut the $2.5 billion by up to 50% in any given year by a two-
thirds vote.

The second part of Proposition 7 proposes to annually transfer
35% of net revenue derived from the motor vehicle sales tax,
when it exceeds the first $5 billion, and dedicate it to highway
projects beginning September 1, 2019. It is estimated this
revenue stream will produce about $430 million for the State
Highway Fund in the first year and will increase as vehicle
prices increase and more vehicles are purchased.

As with last year's Proposition 1, Proposition 7 will not
increase taxes to consumers and will not add any new debt.
Moreover, the amendment sets expiration dates of August
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Texas Legislature Proposes More Highway Funding
Proposition 7 Set for November 3rd Ballot

31, 2032 for the $2.5 million sales and use tax provision and
August 31, 2029 for the vehicle sales tax provision. However,
future Legislatures, by a simple majority vote, may extend both
funding streams in 10 year increments.

In addition, the Legislature passed a budget that will end the
diversion of about $650 million a year in revenues from the
motor fuel tax and vehicle registration fees that were being
allocated towards non-highway spending. They also passed
HB 20 that prohibits any future diversions. This results in
more sustainable long-term funding for future transportation
projects.

The proposed Proposition 7 sales tax
dedication, Proposition 1 revenues, and
the end of Highway Fund diversions
together are projected to eventually
add up to the $5 billion a year minimum
highway funding gap identified by TxDOT.
The BSB EDF and City of Bulverde
encourage voters to get educated on
Proposition 7 and express their right to
vote on November 3rd.

The BSBEDF is committed to assisting our community in its
efforts to manage growth and support our local economy while
maintaining our rural character and quality of life. Please visit
our website at www.bsbedf.com, follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/bsbedf or call us at 830.885.4331
to learn more about who we are and what we do.

Sherry Mosier
President
BSBEDEF, Inc.

CBUISEONE

Dream Vacations 5'1@“1_}1@

. Kevin & Kathy Kelly

VACATION SPECIALISTS
Timberwood Park Residents

1110 Slumber Pass
San Antonio, TX 78260-5369
kkelly@cruiseone.com

(830) 714-4420 (Business)
(844) 223-5574 (Toll Free)
www.cruiseone.com/kkelly

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED




Be sure to attend the National Night Out Block Party nearest you! There are several block parties scheduled throughout
the Bulverde community on Tuesday, October 6th. National Night Out provides a great opportunity to meet your neighbors
and local first responders. Throughout the community, there are block parties on these streets:

¢ One party on John Charles;

* Two parties on Bulverde Hills;

® One on Sierra Vista;

¢ One on Stirrup;

® There is a central neighborhood gathering in Oakland Estates;

¢ There are seven locations in Oak Village North on:
Circle Oak, Olympus, Smithson Valley Road, Setting Sun, Sunlight, Blueberry Ridge, and two parties on
Honeysuckle Branch

(Check in your neighborhood for specific times and addresses for NNO block party gatherings near you.)

The City of Bulverde wishes to thank all of the sponsors who helped to make National Night Out so much fun!
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If you take photos at your NNO block party, please submit them to editor@ci.bulverde.tx.us so we can see and share
the fun!

GUY PETERSON, DDS

* Invisalign® Braces
ﬁ * Sedation Dentistry

* Dental Implants

* Cosmetic Dentistry

’-——"I

Caring, Gentle, Personalized,
and Attentive Dental Care

 Superior Dentures and Partials

* Latest Techniques and Technology

2395 Bulverde Rd. ¢ Bulverde, TX 78163
www.bulverdedental.com 830.980.2869

$100.00 Off In Office Teeth Whitening or Free Take Home Teeth Whitening
when you come in for a new patient exam and x-rays and mention this ad.
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Most area residents know that Bulverde is a generous
and caring community. This generosity was certainly on
display in late August, when 26 local professional and
charitable service providers came together on a hot and
muggy Saturday at the Bulverde Community Park to offer
their services for free or at a reduced rate for anyone who
came to the Day of Services for the Bulverde Community.

Hosted by the Spring Branch Bulverde Lions Club, the
free event was a first of its kind in the Bulverde area. The
services being offered ranged from anti-theft VIN etching
on vehicles to free health and wellness screenings, free flu
shots, free school supplies, free vision screenings, low-
cost pet vaccinations, and free food!

A particular emphasis was on the kiddos and getting
them ready for back to school. It is estimated that about
200 people visited the event that day, and participants
gave away a generous supply of school supplies, kids’
clothing, kids’ dental screenings, kids’ haircuts, and lots
of advice about health care coverage, family counseling
services, and children’s immunizations.

In addition to the services, there was food and fun to be
had as well. The Smithson Valley NJROTC gave away
free sausage wraps and other concessions, and the Blue
Lions Train gave the kiddos a fun ride all around the park.
Light Shine Ministries had a team of face painters who
artfully turned children’s faces into tigers, butterflies, and
super heroes. The park splash pad was a hit too, on such
a hot day. Josh Beaman of Kathleen Banse State Farm
and the folks from Bulverde Area Humane Society and
HealthMarkets made sure that everyone stayed cool and
hydrated by offering free cold beverages. There were
plenty of sweets available also, with the Girl Scouts and
the Humans of Smithson Valley offering baked treats.

BULVERDE’S GENEROSITY IN ACTION

The SVHS NJROTC earns a very special thanks and
kudos—the young cadets worked very hard all day
directing traffic, helping the vendors set up their booths,
keeping the park clean, and helping with the “tear down”
at the end of the event. They were all over the park that
day! All of the ROTC participants were enthusiastic, polite,
and extremely helpful. They are a credit to this community!

The organizers of the event would like to acknowledge and
thank the Lions Club and each of the service providers,
charitable organizations, and volunteers for their
participation in this inaugural event—a day of giving back
to the community and helping those in need of services
who otherwise may not have had those needs met if not
for the generosity of their time and talent. The Lions have
graciously agreed to host the event again in 2016, so we

hope to see each of them again (and even more!).

Heartfelt thanks go out to:

Acacia Medical Mission-
Wellness on Wheels

Broadway Bank

Bulverde Area Humane Society
Bulverde Police Department
Bulverde Police VIPS

Bulverde Spring Branch Area
Chamber of Commerce
Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Comal County Department of
Public Health

Comal County Sheriff’s Office
Connections

Dr. Damon Ross (Tooth
Transitions)

EMS J-CREW

Girl Scouts Troop #869
HealthMarkets

Humans of Smithson Valley
Kathleen Banse State Farm
KCharles—Rachel
Biesenbach and Katelyn
Bradfute

Leigh-Ann Shrum

Light Shine Ministries
Living Rock Academy

Dr. Roy Madigan (Animal
Hospital of Smithson
Valley)

Spring Branch Bulverde
Family Lions Club

Susan McConnell

SVHS NJROTC
Walgreens—Hannah
Howlett
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Pr»ﬁml nent servepanito &
Properties even better!

Real Ssteate 27560 0LD BLANCO ppy *

(across from
Bullis County Park)

JoDee Gilmore
BROKER, Realtor®

Direct 210.887.5885 + Fax210.957.7171
JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com - www.JoDeeGilmore.com

Thinking of Selling Your House Next Spring???
CONTACT ME TODAY for Fall Projects to do now.

Specializing in - Residential Home & Land Sales,
Owner Finance Properties, Luxury Home
Marketing & Sales, VA & Tx Vet Programs

VISIT www.JoDeeGilmore.com FOR A FULL
LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA
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Richter s

THE TIME TO
- TRIM THOSE
Tree and Lawn Service OAKS S
Tree Care Lawn Care
Expert Pruning Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Demossing Aeration, Weed Confrol
Tree & Stump Removal Fertilizing Programs
Shrub Care
We deliver & spread a variety of topsails,
One-time clean ups. mulches, grass/sod, compost, variety of rocks

Contract Optional * Residential/Commercial ® 20 Years Experience

Professional, Dependable, Quality Workmanship

(210) 663-2303 .'.oc

References Available Upon Request ¢ Fully Insured #10L916468
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"‘if HONOR A LIFE...

Would you like to honor your friend or family member
in a permanent and meaningful way? Perhaps it’s
a special birthday, or they have received an award,
or helped your family in a significant way.

Would you like a memorial to a loved one that will
be a permanent part of your community and be
seen and respected daily? Judy Millspaugh shared,
“l did a shield for my father and seeing it admired
by people each day makes the loss easier.”

Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS has a
distinguished Wall of Honor at their Central Station
at 353 Rodeo Drive in Spring Branch. It contains
an artistically designed series of shield-shaped
pewter finished plagues in honor of, or in memory
of, your friends, loved ones, community groups,
and businesses.

The funds raised from the Wall of Honor help
support the many community programs and to
purchase equipment that guarantees that Bulverde
Spring Branch Fire & EMS continues to serve its
community as a trusted and award winning 911
service. Each plaque is a $300 donation to Bulverde
Spring Branch Fire & EMS, a nonprofit organization
with a 501(c)(3) tax exempt status.

All First Responders hold special places in their
hearts for the donors and those they honor. Honor
a life...and Save a life.

CONTACT US TODAY!

210-558-3160  ‘5hmrou Discounts

Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com
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SAVE A LIFE

Air Packs are helpful for Longhorns, but are eritical for Firefightars

2

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, November 14" 6:30

Plan on heading out to Knibbe Ranch for the 6th
Annual Denim & Diamonds Gala benefiting the
Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS.

Funds raised will help purchase new Air Tank Packs.

\

J




Johnson Ranch Emergency Servcies Station

Emergency Services District #1 Commissioners
selected Johnson Ranch as the best place
to reach various neighborhoods. For one
Oak Village North resident, it was also the
right time. This resident suffered a massive
heart attack that was significant
enough to cause cardiac arrest.
Fortunately, EMS and Fire 1st
responders were there within 3
minutes, according to the Comal
Sheriff’s Dispatch records. What
happened before medical help
arrived is part of the Chain of
Survival and why the neighbor
is still with us today. Oak Village
North resident Shannon Olkowski
was on her way to get frozen
yogurt with her family and friends
when she witnessed the patient
collapse as she was passing
by. She immediately stopped her vehicle
and made first contact to render aid for the
gentleman. Teenager Olivia Miller dialed 911
and handed the phone off to adult Marion
Olkowski, who took over the call and gave the
911 Dispatcher all the pertinent information.
While Shannon continued to assist the patient,
Olivia and friends Reagan Trowel and Sara
Olkowski ran to a neighbor’s house to enlist

The Right Place

24920 Blanco Rd * San Antonio, TX 78260
5 miles north of 1604

210.251.4838 101b.- $50
FIND COUPON ON
OUR WEBSITE Stephen Salyer
WWW.TWLUBE.COM

v Getan oil change v’ Need new

v Restore your headlights  brakes?

v Change cabin air filter v Need new wiper
v’ Need new battery? blades?

Contract $240

(830))968:4202

“ZHerr  Family owned & operated
y
\Mobil I’ Timberwood Park Residents

the help of a young man, Austin Dancer, who
knew CPR, which he performed. Meanwhile,
two City of Bulverde Police officers arrived and
immediately assisted the 1st Responders with
stretchers and equipment.

Another adult, Weslea Miller,
who rushed to the scene when
called by her daughter, said “it
was amazing to watch everyone
work. “They had the neighbor in
an ambulance and whisked away
to the hospital in record time,” she
shared. Weslea was impressed
with the professionalism of the
crews and the willingness of so
many neighbors to spring into
action to help.

To celebrate the Oak Village North
neighborhood and their “caring for
neighbors” attitude, Bulverde Spring Branch
Fire & EMS will hold a Five Alive Comedy CPR
& First Aid event at the Johnson Ranch Station
at 30475 Johnson Way in Bulverde at 6:05
pm_Monday October 5th. This class is FREE
for all attending and is open to all ages. So
we have the right number of instructors and
equipment, please register by going to: http://
www.bsbcehs.org/ and clicking the “Register
NOW?” blue button on the right.
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Recent Ribbon Cuttings

BULVERDE
SPRING BRANCH

CHAMBERECOMMERCE

New Members

Angelique Kirkland/Health Markets
Armed in America Firearms

Bulverde Church of Christ

Express Lube #30

Denise Goral

Hanson’s Hill Country Catering

Mike Flowers Independent Agency Inc.
Straight Edge Barbershop

Whataburger

Renewing Members

Adam Bruggeman, MD

Alamo Premier Mortgage Group, Inc.
Animal Hospital of Smithson Valley
Barbara’s Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Bulverde Car Wash

Clear Visions, Inc.

Documation

Guadalupe River Chapter, NWTF

Hill Country Christian Church

Hill Country Soup-N-Salad Bar

State Representative Doug Miller
Premier Fidelity Mortgage

RE/MAX GENESIS REALTORS - Teri & Doug
McKenzie

Stone Creek Jeweler

Vape Away

William J. Sellers CPA, PLLC

Welcomes New and

)r[mk ystw Ga!eldme

Commumty Shred Day
Clo

Saturday, October 17,2015

ChamherMemhers'Elﬂﬂam Noon
Up to 20 Bankers Boxes Free
Hun-Chamher Members * 10:00 am - Noon
Upto 10 Bankers Boxes for $2 Per Box

Bulverde Christmas quhtmg
Friday, November 21,20

Festivities From 5:30 - E.ﬂﬂ pm
Located on the 2300 Block of Bulverde Road
Santa Claus * Real Snow + Vendors * Kids Activities

Page 14 October 2015

Walgreens Store #15904
20744 State Hwy 46, Bulverde, TX 78163
www.walgreens.com — (830) 438-1123

Ground Breakings
- il ‘?'

Future location of Comal County Annex
Comal County Clerk, Tax Office and JP Court
30450 Cougar Bend, Bulverde, TX 78163

Future location of Sonora Bank & Sonora Mortgage
In Singing Hills — Corner of Harmany Hills & Singing Oaks
Opening Summer of 2016

Primary Care and
Specialty of Bulverde

2795 FM 1863 (Bulverde Rd.) Bulverde, TX
(One half mile west of hwy 281)

Best of care,
close to home.

Jeff D. Ethridge, M.D.

BULVERDE/SPRING BRANCH RESIDENT

SERVICES:

ANNUAL PREVENTATIVE EXAMS
WELL CHILD EXAMS

WELL WOMAN EXAMS
DIABETES MANAGEMENT NEPHROLOGY

WIEIEET MANACEMENT - ANTONIO ALVARADO, M.D.
CHOLESTEROL/HYPERTENSION MGMT
PULMONARY CONDITIONS
IMMUNIZATIONS AND INJECTIONS
MINOR INJURY AND LACERATION
SCHOOL/SPORTS PHYSICALS $25

LAB TESTING

WELLNESS PROGRAM

SPECIALTY SERVICES:

Accepting
New Patients!

Call Today!
(830) 980-1714




% == B/SB Area Chamber of Commerce
Events Calendar

October 17 October 21
Community Wide Shred Day Chamber Monthly Power Lunch
Sponsored By: Sponsored By: Akin, Doherty, Klein & Fuege, P.C.
Tobert CPA, LLC ® American Bank of Texas 12 Noon - 1:00 pm
* Bookkeeping by Val Location: Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Chamber Members: 9:00 am — Noon
Members can bring up to 20 bankers boxes October 22
for FREE Business Networking Mixer
Non-Chamber Members: 10:00am — Noon 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Non Members can bring up to 10 bankers Sponsored by Texas Physical Therapy
boxes for $2 per box Specialists
Location: BSB Chamber of Commerce Location: 184 Creekside Park Rd, Ste 200,
Office Spring Branch, TX
121 Bulverde Crossing, Bulverde, TX Member Only Event

*For information on any of the above events, please see our website at
bulverdespringbranchchamber.com or call the Chamber Office at (830) 438-4285

M

P re _ -~ .
s B i WE
ma] From RMFL N7/

EVERY TOUCHDOWN
FROM EVERY GAME
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS

Call to order today!
800-367-4882

/&%GVTG

COMMUNICATIONS
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T —— By: Members of the Bulverde Community Garden Committee

BY: Mark Whitney, Bulverde Community Garden Member

It is still hot out there, but that’s just fine with
okra—they just love the sun. Plots 5, 15, and 17
in the Garden have planted okra and are those
plants are doing great. Plot 15 got a head start
and has a mature stand that is putting out fruit.
The okra in plots 5 and 17 are younger, but is on
the-grow.

Okra are relatively easy to grow, and can be
planted by seed. As they say, just add water,
but they do need room to grow. Mature okra
plants reach 6+ feet tall and can spread out a
bit. They produce fruit mostly on the main stalk
and on some side branches. They have very big
flowers, which turn into the okra pods. As the
plant grows, more flowers appear toward the
top and produce new pods. This continues with
new okra pods on nearly a daily basis for the
life of the plant; however, you will need several
plants to produce enough for a meal.

Fried okra and okra gumbo are popular, but give
a try cooking them on the grill - yum!
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If you or your business would like to secure a plot (at no cost), please visit the
Garden website at www.bulverdecommunitygarden.com or contact Joanne Hall at
Jothall@gvic.com. Donations gladly accepted. Also, interested persons are invited
to attend the Bulverde Community Garden Committee meeting on the third Monday
of the month at 5:15pm at the Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center.

(830) 885'5 798

SONNY’S
GUN SALES INC.

SPRING BRANCH, TEXAS

Located at 29400 Hwy 306, 78070
2 miles east of 281 N.

Guns & Ammo ¢ Over 200 guns in stock to choose from

Hours M-F 9-5 e Sat-by appointment only

Email: sonny@sonnysgunsales.com I




With jet black fur and golden eyes, the sleek black house
cat is a perfect miniature panther. While both beautiful
and regal, unlike its larger wild cousin, the house cat
is a loving and gentle creature. Even with this friendly
disposition the black cat is the least likely of felines to be
adopted from shelters according to the SPCA.

This enigma is due primarily to the
stigma attached to the black cat. For
centuries, black cats have played a
role in folklore, superstition, and
mythology. According to Greek
mythology, Galen—who was turned
into a cat—was forever known at
the Mother of Witchcraft, causing
black cats to be treated equally as
witches.

In the Middle Ages, black cats were believed to be
witches incarnate. Primarily nocturnal stalkers, their
nightly actions tended to make humans distrust them.
This association with the darkness of night and because
the color black has always been associated with evil,
our ancestors’ fears of the black cat have carried on
through the centuries.

October, the month of Halloween, witches and black cats
have become favorite icons for this holiday. In recent
years this ill-conceived preoccupation with the dark
nature of black cats at Halloween has resulted in black
cats becoming the target of animal cruelty. Additionally,
animal shelters across the United States have noted a
spate of black cat adoptions shortly before Halloween,
with many of these cats being returned to the shelters in
days following the holiday.

Black Cats

by Tom Blacklock

In addition to their natural beauty and docile demeanor,
there are some interesting little known facts about black
cats. For example, black is one of the three basic colors
of cats which one could call “pure.” The other two colors
are red and white. Thus cats which are neither black nor
white are a combination of any two or three of these
basic colors. There is not one breed
of black cat. Instead the Cat Fanciers
Association lists 19 breeds. Black
cats can be either male or female but
with more being of the male gender
and those with golden eyes have a
high melanin pigment content. Their
natural beauty aside, the black cat
is a loving and playful creature that
makes an excellent furry addition to
any household.

This year’s kitten season has seen a significant increase
in the number of black kittens at the Bulverde Area
Humane Society Shelter. And true to form, adoption
of these wonderful little critters has been slow. Even
though they are just as playful as other colored kittens,
they seem to be the last to be adopted. It is unfortunate
because they are wonderful little companions who, we
at the shelter have discovered, are friendly, playful and
make wonderful pets. If you have a kitten in your plans,
please come and visit with our bevy of black cats. But
you need to do so after October because, like many
animal shelters, BAHS will suspend adoptions of black
cats during the month of October.

Kathleen Banse
State Farm Insurance

33200 Hwy 281 N.
Bulverde TX 78163

830.438.7025

kathleen@kathleenbanse.com

StateFarm

co.

TEXAS

GATE REPAIR

AUTOMATIC GATE REPAIR

We Fix and Replace:
Apollo ¢ Elite e Liftmaster ® US Automatic
Keypads e Safety devices ¢ Exit devices

RESIDENTS - GET s e B2

$25 OFF SERVICE CALL 210.762.6900

mlear@texasgaterepair.com

WHEN YOU MENTION
THIS AD
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN

Many people would say that Halloween
is the unofficial start of the fall and
winter holiday season, and many of us
here at Bulverde PD would probably
agree. Halloween is the time of the year
when we start seeing fall celebrations
in the community, mainly Halloween
parties. Working patrol on or around
Halloween is always interesting given
some of the costumes we have seen
over the years.

Regardless of how we celebrate Halloween, most would agree
that Halloween is a day for children to put on their costume
and go trick-or-treating in the community. As much free candy
as your bag can hold would make most any child excited to
get out and get started. While Halloween is meant to be fun,
we must also keep safety in mind as well.

On average, children are more than twice as likely to be hit
by a car on Halloween as on any other day of the year. Being
in a rural area can sometimes make door-to-door trick-or-
treating a bit more difficult, so members of the Bulverde Police
Department will once again join the Bulverde Spring Branch
Library for Trunk-or-Treat event which will be held on Saturday
October 24th 6pm-7:30pm at the Bulverde Community Park,
so come on out and join us for some trick or treating fun.

Here are a few safety tips while enjoying an evening of trick-
or-treating:

e Walk safely by using sidewalks, crosswalks and not
crossing the street in the middle of the block. Instead,
cross the street at corners, and always look both ways
before you cross. Continue looking both ways while you
are in the street.

e Put away electronic devices and pay attention to your
surroundings by keeping your head up.

e Watch for cars that are backing up, or making turning
movements, as they may not always see you.

e Wear reflective clothing when possible and make sure
costumes fit appropriately to avoid tripping or falling.

e Carry a flashlight, glow sticks or anything else that will
help others see you easier.

¢ Always go with an adult, as no one should ever go alone.
Groups are much safer.

Additionally, drivers should also take precautions on
Halloween such as slowing down, limiting distractions, and
taking extra time to look for kids at intersections. Remember
that kids are excited and may move in unpredictable ways.
Most neighborhoods will see increased pedestrian traffic, so
drivers should be extra careful on Halloween. These are just
a few things that can be done to make Halloween as safe as
possible. Let’s do our part to make Halloween 2015 the safest
Halloween yet.

(210) 240-6311
cgrif@gvic.com

(210) 334-8193

vwcox@gvic.com

(210) 240-6311

ronsmith@gvtc.com
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Your San Antonio and Texas Hill Country Real Estate
Experts.

30 years experience in Comal County and surrounding
counties.

Call us for any of your real estate needs or questions.

Thanks to all of you for your continued support.

Buying or Selling * Residential and Farm and Ranch

BuyOrSellHillCountry.com
110 River Crossing Blvd. Suite 2
Spring Branch, TX 78070

KW HERITAGE

KELLERWILLIAMS.REALTY
HILL COUNTRY Wis) b




WRITING, READING, MAGIC, AND MOVIES AT THE LIBRARY!

The Texas Writes Program, October 1st,

1-4pm, sponsored by the Writers’ League

of Texas and the Tocker Foundation. Join

us for an afternoon of writing instruction

and discussion. We are thrilled to have

two authors come to the library and talk
about their publishing experiences.

“Ripped from the Headlines—Writing Fiction Based
on Fact” will be Amanda Eyre Ward’s topic, how she
uses newspaper clippings and personal obsessions to
write bestselling books. “Pickling Memory: The Art of
Researching and Writing Your Own Story, Your Family’s
Stories, and The Lives of Your Community” will be
Carol Dawson’s topic. This talk will inform listeners
about the process of unearthing history and shaping it
into a readable and compelling narrative.

This program is free and open to the public. Registration
for the event can be found on our calendar page of our
website. Refreshments will be served.

Our Family Book Club Book for the month of October is
Roald Dahl’s Matilda. Read along with your family and
come to the library to enjoy Matilda-themed events!

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

CALL US TODAY
830.980.1838

Serving Bulverde, Spring Branch,
Kerrville and the surrounding areas:
Dr. Daniel Ladd, D.O., Mohs Surgeon and
Board-Certified Dermatologist and
Dr. Matthew Lambiase, D.O.,
Board-Certified Dermatologist.

Bring the family to The Comedy Magic Show of John
O’Bryant on October 17, 11:00am! John O’Bryant is
one of the most in demand magicians of today! He
has been a regular featured act at SeaWorld Adventure
Parks. Each show is jam packed with comedy, magic,
illusion, music, and lots of audience participation! All
ages welcome! No registration required.

Our Family Movie Night will be on October 23, 6:00pm.
Bring your own snacks and come watch the movie
version of this month’s Family Book Club Book Matilda
(PG)!

As always in October we have some Halloween fun
planned. Look at our calendar of events to find Fall
& Halloween crafts, a Paranormal Presentation, Trunk
or Treat and more. All events are free and open to
the public but some require registration. Find us at
www.bsblibrary.org or on Facebook or call us at 830-
438-4864. We are located at 131 Bulverde Crossing,
Bulverde, TX, 78163.

b |
SURGICAL | MEDICAL | COSME

AUSTIN BASTROP BULVERDE/SPRING BRANCH CEDAR PARK KERRVILLE LA GRANGE
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ﬁ/( he gmw/‘ Gallery Happenings

y It has been a very active summer for the

) Bulverde Area Arts Center. Their Juried

Show, which opened with an enthusiastic

reception on August 21, continues through

Saturday, October 10. Friday, October 9

and Saturday, October 10 will be your last opportunity
to see this exhibit.

Preparations are underway for the next exhibit which
will feature the watercolor art of visiting artists from the
Bulverde and San Antonio area. The show will open with
a reception on Friday, October 16, from 5:30 to 8:00 pm.
The public is invited to come and meet the artists and
enjoy the hospitality of the Bulverde Area Arts Center.
The exhibit will run through Sunday, October 15. There
is no admission charge to attend the reception or visit
the gallery.

During the Bulverde Jubilee and the Christmas Lighting
events BAAC sponsors hands-on art adventures for
children. This past summer BAAC held a Young Artists
Workshop Series of classes for children interested in art.
The workshop was held in the classroom of the BAAC
Gallery.

The Bulverde Area Arts Center is a 501(c)3 organization
and exists to promote the visual arts in the Bulverde/
Spring Branch area. They host numerous exhibits
throughout the year including a show featuring the art of
Smithson Valley High School Artists.

The Bulverde Area Arts Center Gallery is located at 2355
Bulverde Road, across from Mike’s in the Village. The
gallery is open Fridays and Saturdays from 4:00 to 8:00
pm and Sundays from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Admission
to the gallery is free.

Shweiki ad
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PLANS FOR KLECK PARK ARE UNDERWAY

Work has begun on turning a 43-acre property donated
to the county into a hike-and-bike park for the Bulverde-
Spring Branch area.

Kleck Park has remained a densely wooded piece of
land even as development has grown up in western
Comal County, but its long-awaited transformation

The Comal County Commissioners Court on Aug. 20
approved a $14,000 bid to clear land at the park, a
project that got underway in September. Depending on
how much work needs to be done to prepare the site
after the trails are cleared, the park could open before
the end of the year, said county Parks Director Robert
Boyd.

B b A o of e o1 ©f some ot hat
brush to make a series of trails. — . -

The land was donated in 2014 by the Helena Kleck Vivian
Living Trust. It’s not completely vacant — 16 birdhouses
sit in trees throughout the property. The trails will avoid
those trees, as well as go around any substantial oaks
that might otherwise be in the way.

After the land’s donation, a Comal County Engineer’s
Office intern armed with a GPS coordinates plotter
hiked through the property, setting the courses for the
1.6 miles of trails. Last fall, county parks employees
came through, made adjustments and staked out the
paths, which also run alongside cave features on the
north side of the property.

Nationally Recog

nized, Award Winning)
. AIR G@JMBJ!(TH!@M!N@ & HEATING £oiv®
" BUJE’IP (:l.[-:“ﬂjN'lNJ X0 INSULATI‘(BJNJ

OCTOBURRR SAVINGS MONTH!!! Trade in your old inefficient
Heating System and GET a Complete System installed for $4,197.00 !

Free Service

Deptand EMS!

DS

Not all air conditioning companies are the same.

Our people, our processes and our product is what makes all the difference! Tune-Up Tune-Up

Super SuperBoost

Check thermostat & calibrate

Check filter & filter system

Check Freon levels

Test all electrical components/motors/compressor

Test system for proper operation

S 9 Service
1 Call

Check for gas leaks & carbon monoxide

Check ductwork for proper airflow, dust mites, mildew, etc.

ANANANENANANEN
[ —————
[ ——

Not valid with any offer or coupon. Expires 12/31/15.

Perform opti n of pl & coils (el lic visualizati

Perform temperature imization of critical its (infared

y)

Digitally analyze refrigerant data (subcool/super heat)

FREE Insulation and

Clean & treat drainlines ($152 value)

Chemically wash condenser coils ($189 value)

Spray Biofresh to prevent mildew build up ($132 value)

of any high efficiency unit

Clean & test all safety controls for winter

ANENANENANANENANANENANANENANEN

Thermostat with purchase

’.-------

Tune up combo A/C & Heat

Not valid with any offer or coupon. Expires 12/31/15.

St ywww.TexasAirMasters.com

-

- . 210.693.7651

Technicians
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Comal Master Gardeners to
Host Open House /s,

by Lee Franzel EXTEMSION

Comal Master Gardeners will stage the association’s third Open House on the AgriLife
@Grounds, 325 Resource Drive, NB 78132 on Saturday, October 10 from 9 a.m.t0 2 p.m.

Home gardeners will find many ways to expand their knowledge of gardening, landscapes,
and plants that will succeed in our challenging environment. Handouts will be available
regarding the culture of many different types of plants, which can be seen growing at the
site. Master Gardeners will be on hand to answer questions.

Tours of the Demonstration Gardens include the Vegetable Garden, Earth-kind Rose
Garden, Antique Roses, the Native and Adapted Landscape areas, the Herb Garden and
Native Grass beds. Families are invited to attend the free event. Baby farm animals will
be on hand for a Petting Zoo by Comal 4-H. Kids are invited to make bird feeders using
toilet tissue rolls and bird seed.

Demonstrations include speakers on Bugs, Butterflies, Drip Irrigation, Water Catchment,
Mulch and Compost, with a rain collection barrel as a door prize. The Comal County
Gardening Guide will be available for sale. Mailboxes around the grounds will contain
informational bulletins on various gardening subjects.

Vegetable Chili will be available from our Texas A&M County Agents. CMG members wil
bring free transplant starts, and cookies will be provided. For more information, please see
the Comal Master Gar

Ny == ‘ 3 -

(I-r) Kay Zwart, Nina Klippen, and Deb Kuykendall show off the new Keyhole Garden at the AgriLife
Veggie Garden. Kay, Nina, and Deb recently completed the Comal Master Gardener class.
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San Antonio, TX 78230
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an email to Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com
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Park Shine

How we can keep our park looking beautiful
by Adrian Valdez

If you've ever been to the park for an afternoon walk,
then you know that there is almost nothing better
than catching a beautiful sunset at the end of the day.
The wide open sky complimented with the engaging
patterns of clouds create a picturesque scene that
brings a real sense of joy and what only can be described in this park lover's mind
as "PEACE”

Pulverde Paxks

akmgiing @0 cemaniaaily degetfica

Astroll around the walking path will grant one an outside look at all the fun being had
in our beautiful park. Many families enjoy all the wonderful amenities that the park
has to offer. Parents can look on (or join in) as their children laugh and play in the ever
popular splash pad. Many make memories together on the playground equipment,
whether it's on the swings, merry-go-round, or the newest addition, the north side
playground complete with slides and various obstacles for everyone to climb on, in,
and across. Out in the fields, one can see little ones in various sports team practices
not only learning the ins and outs of a game but also life lessons associated within
them. The basketball court stays busy with both adults and youngsters working on
their shot or enjoying a game with both old and new friends.

But just how does the park stay looking so good? Who puts that fine tuning and
finishing touches on the place where so many of us go to enjoy moments like
these and so many others? Enter the Friends of the Park. Every fourth Saturday of
the month these and many other passionate patrons of the park come together to
dedicate two to three hours of their time to keeping our park looking and feeling
the best it can, ensuring that all who come enjoy it will have the same opportunities
to make their own memories. From picking up trash, to planting newly dedicated
trees, shrubs, or flowers, installing dedication bricks, or helping spread mulch around
frees and garden beds, these dedicated volunteers help keep the park shining! The
real magic behind the monthly Park Shine is that anyone can join in. Any and all
volunteers are welcome and there is no special experience needed. There is always
something for any age to help with and the benefits go further than just in the park.
Ask any of the volunteers and they will tell you that the benefit of making a difference
in the park is coupled with the satisfaction and ownership of making that difference.
Just seeing the smiles on all the visitors coming in during the park shine makes a
lasting impression on how you will feel about the impact they have on the park and
the community.

How can you get involved?

You can contact the Park Shine Coordinator, Adrian Valdez, at (619) 519-6446
or email the Friends at Info@BulverdeParks.com or follow the Friends of the Park
Facebook page to learn about our Park Shine opportunities! All are welcomed and
encouraged to join in on this opportunity to really get to the heart of what the park is
about, bringing our community together.

We are proud to announce we are now offering YOU to “opt-in”to having your
Neighborhood Newsletter delivered electronically!

o Visit www.NeighborhoodNews.com

e Click on:“Let’s do our part”and follow the instructions.

Well... nothing! Your address will be removed from the mailing list and a digital
copy will be emailed to you within the next couple of issues.

We are so pleased to be offering this new service!

Questions? Feel free to contact Neighborhood News at (210) 558-3160
with any website-related questions.
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FREE UP YOUR TIME, let
MISTER CLEAN

do the clean up for you.
14 years of experience
We Offer:
« Residential Cleaning

+ Weekly, bi-weekly, or just
one-time cleaning

« Move-ins, Move-outs & Make
readys

1A - Get$10off yourfirst cleaning!

210-216-4464

Free Estimates
Licensed, Insured and Bonded

HOURS: IR i M
VI-F 8.4 2x!‘\g'g.‘L."llJ FF-TAN Eﬂjyj

Sat 9-3

t"lh’j'l'l.-'r'_R.‘-'u.'l-'-“.r"."
22201 HWY 46 W., BULVERDE, TEXAS
(830) 980-9179
WWW.SOUTHTEXASGROWERS.COM

¢ Wholesale & Retail Nursery
e Landscape & Irrigation
¢ Design & Installati




Death by Design Opens at S.T.A.G.E.

The 2015-2016 S.T.A.G.E., Inc. 37th Season opens with
Death by Design, a Comedy with Murder by Rob Urbinati,
on October 1 through 18.

Take the humor of Noel Coward, the mystery of Agatha
Christie, add a husband and wife with a love/hate
relationship, throw in an assortment of interesting and zany
house guests, top it off with a feisty maid and dashing
chauffer and you have the perfect recipe for laughter. A
hilarious new who-done-it classic.

Opening night is a benefit performance for Friends of
Bulverde/Spring Branch Library. No season tickets will
be accepted. A reception follows immediately after the
performance for an opportunity to meet the director and
cast.

On Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, curtain time is at
8:00 p.m., with an optional dinner served at 6:30 p.m. before
the show. Sunday matinees are at 2:30 p.m. with a 1 p.m.
lunch available. Contact S.T.A.G.E. for ticket prices at (830)
438-2339. The Krause House Theatre (Home of S.T.A.G.E.,
Inc.) is located at 1300 Bulverde Road in Bulverde and is
wheelchair accessible.

SALE or LEASE
COMMERCIAL
281 Frontage
7600 SF- 5 ac.
Beautiful Scenic
Nature Setting -
Trees, Pond, Lawns,

Private

UNIQUE PROPERTY j
Ideal for offices, spa, g
medical, restaurant,
daycare, church, event

or retreat center, retail or
your own business

-5000 SF main bldg.

-2, 1000 SF out-bldgs.

-small barn - 600 SF

LEASE ALL FOR $1.00 Per SF'

or buy at $1,150,000
with owner financing
Call for info and
showing-

Val- (830)833-4477

Provisions Outreach Needs You!

@ Provisions Outreach, the local food pantry,
Provisions

is in need of volunteers on Thursday
mornings. Provisions is located at 2295-1 Bulverde
Road (behind Wine 101) and is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. If you can lend some time to this very
worthy organization, please call executive director
Dora Baker at 830-438-7899 for more information.

Identifying Hill Country Trees by a Key

The Lindheimer Chapter (Comal County) of the
Native Plant Society of Texas will hold their monthly
meeting on October 20 at GVTC Auditorium at
located at 36101 FM 3159, Canyon Lake. The
doors open at 6:30 and meeting starts at 7:00.
The speaker will be Susan Sander. Her topic will
be “ldentifying Hill Country Trees by a Key”. The
public is welcome. For more information call Mary
Moses, 210-279-5748.

Electronics Recycling

The public is welcome to drop off their unwanted
consumer electronic materials in the lower
parking lot of the BSB Library on Saturday,
October 24, between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
ltems such as computers, cell phones, & printers
will be accepted for recycling. (No televisions will
be accepted.)

Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the
Bulverde Spring Branch Library

The public is invited to the Bulverde Spring
Branch Library’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony
at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, November 11th. The
BSB Library is located at 131 Bulverde Crossing,
Bulverde TX 78163
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Bulverde City Hall
30360 Cougar Bend
Bulverde, Texas 78163

Find us on

facebook
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State Constitutional Amendments and Comal County Bond Election
Voting Dates, Times, and Locations

October
Early Voting: Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Oct. 19-23, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oct. 24,7 am.-7 p.m.
Oct. 25, 1-6 p.m.
Oct. 26-30, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

OCTOBER 20

Sunday Monday Tuesday

November
Election Day: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 3
Precinct 102: Bulverde Spring Branch Library
Precinct 106: Smithson Valley Middle School
Precinct 204 Bulverde City Hall
Precinct 206: Johnson Ranch Elementary School
Precinct 405: Rebecca Creek Baptist Church

NOVEMBER 20

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
c 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
N []TES' q B Wellness on Wheels ., by Design Daylight Savi i BAAC mtg 6:30 Wellness on Murder Mystery
Bulverde City Council, Bulverde Planning and 1:00p (st Joseph's | (STAGE,) Chamber Market Daylight Saving Election Day mig 6:30p > Dinner 6:00
Zoning Commission, and Friends of the Park Honey Crk.) Day Time Ends (‘Fall (At Center) Wheels 1:00p Anryer ? P
meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall (30360 Wiiter's Workshop | 10:00a Back one hour) Planning & Zoning | g Famiy | ey (Actity Ct)
Cougar Bend)Cougar Bend) 1:00 (Library) (Bealls ctr. Hwy. 46) ‘Agﬁ:?:Og“) Lions
N " ity 7:30p
Death by Design Death by Design
(SvT.Ay.G.E.)g (SvT.Ay.G.E.)g (Actity Ct)
Planning & Zoni ; .30p | Bulverde Lions | Deathby Design | Death by Design Friends of Library | City Council 6:30p | Veterans'Day | Bulverde Lions Craft Show
anng?wpomng ﬁﬂ;ﬂ? ?)aL:t BAA(E% cmetn?er?'aop 7.00p (Bulv. Comm. Ctr)  (STAGE) (STAGE) Board mtg. 1:00p o 700p (Bu Comm. Ctr) 9:00a-3:00p
: (Library) Veteran's Day (Activity Ctr)
SBB Family Death by Design . Ceremony 1:00p
Lions (STAGE) Rural Library (BSB Library)
7:30p District mtg. 4:00p
(Activity Ctr) (Library)
Juried Art Show| Columbus Day | City Council6:30p BSBES 5:30p | Watercolor Community Comm. Garden Mtg.| Native Plant Soc. | SBBFamily | pggEs 5.9 BAAC Holiday | Shine the Park
Ends (BAAC) Friends of Library (853 Rodeo ) N Opt.enmsg - Shred Day 5:15p (Activity Ctr) | 7:00p (GVTC) Lions (G53Rosodr) | Show Opening (002 ﬁ:xfmm-
S —— ; ESD#1,4,&5 | Reception 5:30p : . : .
Death by Design | Zoning Board of Buan(!L:::g.y: e :30p (BAAC) (121 Bulverde (Actvity Ct) §i30p (Art Crc)
(STAGE) | Adjustment workshop B TTe— (353RodeoDr) | Xing) ESDG#A]O“, &5
7:00 (City Hall) ural Library Death by Design | Deathby Design | Death by Design 5P
Distic . 400p (STAGE) (STAGE) (STAGE) (353 Rodeo Or)
forary)
Death by Design |~ Comm. Garden |Native Plant Soc.| SBB Family | Bulverde Lions Shine the Park Thanksgiving  |Lighting of Bulverde
(STAGE) Mig. 5:15p 7:00p (GVTC) Lions o 70;00 o 8:00a (Bulv. Comm. Park) Day 5:30p (Downtown
(Activity Ctr.) 7:30p (Bulv. Comm. Ctr.) —Electronics Bulverde Village)
(Activity Center) Recycling Drop Off
10:002-2:00p (BSB Library)
Friends of the POET Program = Halloween y []TE 8' ; ’ "
; i : ulverde City Council, and Friends of the Park meetings are held
Park 6:00p 5:30p (City Hall) at Bulverde City Hall (30360 Cougar Bend)




