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Hwy 281 Just south of FM 1863

(830) 438-3252

Deer Feed ~ Feeders
Horse ~ Livestock Feed

Quality Hay
Pet Food

www.BulverdeFeed.com

Yvonne Chapman    (210) 240-3148
At Your Service

YvonneLChapman@yahoo.com

KenCom Real Estate Services

Real Estate Sales • Marketing • Property Management

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE ~ OPENING DOORS FOR YOU



The City of Bulverde has been working closely with 
TXDOT on plans to increase capacity and safety on 
State Hwy 46. Significant progress has been made, 
incorporating feedback from the March 2016 Open 
House Public Meeting that was held at Smithson Valley 
High School.

TXDOT has met with affected property owners and 
utility companies to finalize the expanded roadway’s 
alignment. A lot of work has gone into the relocation 
of the GBRA Western Canyon Water Pipeline that is 
located just south of the current road.

When additional Right of Way is needed for road 
expansion, it is always a difficult task to determine 
from where it should come. Because there is more 
development on the north side of Hwy 46, it only makes 
sense to relocate the water line. This will not be a small 
or cheap endeavor though, because this is the main 

trunk line coming from the lake that serves Western 
Comal and Kendall counties. It is, however, a better 
option than disrupting numerous businesses on the 
other side of the road.

As with any new major roadway, environmental analysis 
is an important consideration. A portion of this process 
has already been completed. City staff has provided 
information to a TXDOT consulting team to assist 
with the project design. This information has included 
knowledge about upcoming development, developer’s 
drainage analysis, developer’s traffic analysis, the City’s 
drainage manual, and the Lewis Creek Watershed Study 
and hydraulic model.

At this stage of planning, the project is approximately 2 
months ahead of schedule. Another Public meeting will 
take place in early 2017 to introduce the final alignment. 
Public input from that meeting will be used to finalize the 
environmental assessment, and the project’s approval is 
expected toward the end of 2017.

Once clearance has been received, the detailed project 
will begin in earnest. TXDOT has designated this project 
as a high priority and is committed to getting it “shovel 
ready” as quickly as possible.

Mayor’s 
Point

Bi l l  Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

(Continued on page 4)
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www.PetGalaxyUSA.com 

TRAINING:  Pet Galaxy has 
trained and treated hundreds 
of dogs from all over South 
Texas.  We offer help with 
everything from simple basic 
obedience training to treating 
complex psychological issues. 
 
DAYCARE AND LODGING:  Pet 
Galaxy offers dream 
vacations for your pets, 

because pets deserve vaca-
tions too! 
 
GROOMING AND STYLING:  
We offer a large grooming    
department with experienced 
pet stylists Mon—Fri. 
 

CALL US TODAY to customize your dog’s 
training, or your pet’s perfect vacation! 

13060 US Highway 281 N, Spring Branch TX 78070 
830-885-5335 www.facebook.com/PetGalaxyUSA 



(Continued from page 3)

2016 has been an eventful year, no less so in the western 
part of the county. Comal County was named the seventh-
fastest-growing county in the United States this year, and 
a big part of that is the ongoing growth we’ve seen in the 
Bulverde area.

Here’s a brief recap of what’s been happening with county 
government in western Comal County:

• We opened the year still cleaning up from the Oct. 30, 
2015, flooding. Jeff Kelley, the county’s emergency 
management coordinator, worked with Bulverde-
area homeowners on getting reimbursement for flood 
damages from state and federal agencies, then worked 
on reimbursing the county for taxpayer money spent 
on cleaning up from that flood and additional flooding 
that happened in the spring. 

• The flooding was a reminder that we all need to be 
alert. Beginning this year, the county’s Water Oriented 
Recreation District established a testing schedule for 
the new flood-warning sirens along the Guadalupe River 
between Spring Branch and New Braunfels. Likewise, 
we put links to all of the emergency-related info you 
might need—river and lake levels, weather forecasts, 
road closures—on one website: comalcountyeoc.org.

• Another project that began in 2015 was the county 
annex building on Cougar Bend in downtown Bulverde. 

Comal County 
Corner

By Sherman Krause, County Judge

City staff has also been working with the Alamo Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to promote 
funding for the project. The whole project from Bulverde 
Rd. to FM 3159 is expected to be funded as one lump 
sum from Proposition 1 and Proposition 7 resources. 
This is good news because previously suggested 
funding mechanisms would have broken the project 
into several phases. The MPO is expected to allocate 
funding in the next couple of months.

A website for the project can be found here: http://www.
txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/san-antonio/
sh46-bulverde.html 

Other good news from TXDOT is that their annual 
maintenance projects came in with very favorable bid 
pricing this year. As a result, TXDOT has chosen to 
utilize some of the excess funding to do some additional 
improvements to Hwy 46 between Bulverde Rd. and 
Boerne. Anticipated work will include some surface 
enhancements and adding turn lanes at key intersections. 
Work is expected to begin on these projects in early 2017.

Our grand opening for the Bulverde Annex took place 
in September, and we were grateful for the terrific 
response we received from the City of Bulverde and 
Bulverde Spring Branch Area Chamber of Commerce. 
The annex houses the Precinct 2 Constable and 
Justice of the Peace offices and representatives from 
the County Clerk’s Office and Tax Office.

• We’ve taken steps over the past two years to improve 
communication between Comal County and Bulverde-
area residents. One of those is this column. Another, 
taken this year, was a monthly email newsletter, for 
which you can sign up at comalcountyforms.com/e-
newsletter.htm. We’ve now also added a quarterly print 
version; the second issue will be available in January at 
the Bulverde Annex, Bulverde Spring Branch Library, 
Chamber of Commerce, and other locations in the area.

• Finally, several ongoing projects have affected the 
whole county, including Bulverde: The 2016 elections 
process, which began with early primary voting 
in February, finally wrapped up on Election Day in 
November; we’ll swear in a new sheriff on Jan. 1. Our 
Public Health Office spent most of the spring and 
summer monitoring developments and alerting the 
public about how to prevent Zika and other mosquito-
borne illnesses. And progress has continued on a 
new county jail, as approved by voters in 2015. The 
Commissioners Court has hired an architect and project 
manager, and is in the process of hiring a construction 
manager-at-risk. Construction hopefully will begin later 
in 2017.

As you can tell, 2016 was a busy, challenging, rewarding 
year! We look forward to another great year in 2017.
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LUBE
24920 Blanco Rd • San Antonio, TX 78260

5 miles north of 1604

210.251.4838

Family owned & operated
Timberwood Park Residents

 Get an oil change
 Restore your headlights
 Change cabin air �lter
 Flush your radiator
 Need new battery?
 Need new brakes?
 Need new wiper blades?

FIND COUPON ON OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWLUBE.COMStella Bustos 

210-445-5891

25 Years Experience

Lighting
UPGRADES

Improves Security
Saves Electricity
Beautify Your Home



Holiday Happenings
The Living Christmas
St. Paul Lutheran Church invites everyone to once again enjoy 
the Bulverde-area Christmas tradition—the Living Christmas. 
With freshly updated scenes, the free, drive-though event 
offers a one-of-kind perspective on the life of Jesus and the 
meaning of Christmas. The Living Christmas, scheduled for 
Saturday, December 10, is presented on the grounds of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church at 29797 US-281, Bulverde, TX 78163. 
The drive through will open at 6:30 p.m. and remain open 
until 10:00 p.m. So put the kids in their pajammies, pop some 
popcorn, then pile into the car and drive through the Living 
Christmas! The event is free and you are welcome to drive 
through as many times as you would like!

Sounds of the Season at S.T.A.G.E.
Come to S.T.A.G.E. and put a little Christmas in your heart. 
Join us to hear the Sounds of the Season. We are again 
participating in the Hill Country Christmas Lighting Tour by 
hosting an Open House on Sunday, December 11th from 
5:30 PM to 8:30 PM at Krause House, 1300 Bulverde Road. 
Refreshments will be available and the Comal Community 
Band will be playing.

Come by, visit with us, enjoy the music and bring your children 
to visit Santa - he will be here between 5:30 PM and 8 PM. 
Non perishable food items will be accepted for Provisions. 
Parents, please bring your own camera for photos.

The Face of Christmas
What do you see in your mind when you think of Christmas? 
Snow? Decorations? Packages? Santa Claus? Or do you 
envision faces? The baby Jesus? Happy, glowing faces 
of children as they open gifts? Loving family faces around 
the Christmas dinner table? Some of us see the faces of 
those that are not as fortunate. Faces with fear and pain. 
Homeless faces. Faces without family or friends.

Regardless of your vision of Christmas, we would like to 
invite you to share with us a musical exploration of The Face 
of Christmas. Music helps us feel joy, excitement, sadness, 
concern for others, and we will be touching all these things 
as we present The Face of Christmas, a choral program with 
some of the most beautiful and moving Christmas melodies 
of the past and present. We hope that these songs will help 
you show others your Face of Christmas.

Please join us on December 16th or 17th at 7:00 PM or 
December 18th at 3:00 PM at Bulverde United Methodist 
Church, 28300 U.S. Hwy 281 North in San Antonio 78260. 
Admission is free, although a free will offering will be taken. 
Child care will be available.

For more information you can call the Church office at 830 
980 7745 or vicki@bulverdeumc.org
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TO ADVERTISE IN YOUR LOCAL MONEY MAILER CALL 800-877-WEMAIL1 (936-2451)     343-99-161

FREE
EVALUATION

For Braces, Dentures,
Wisdom Teeth Removal

or Second Opinions
~ Up to $125 Value ~

FREE
WHITENING

With Comprehensive Exam,
Full Set X-Rays,

 Routine Cleaning & Fluoride
~ $550 Value ~

$165 OFF
With Comprehensive Exam,

Full Set X-Rays,
 Routine Cleaning & Fluoride

~ Regularly $330 ~

Art Design and Photography by Sam Roberts
Customer Service is Our First Priority!

Erika S.

Dr. Sykes

Ringo S.
Changa S.Barrett S.

Zoran S.

Emma S.

Jerry C.Dr. Cobb

Landen C.

Benson C.

N

Hwy. 46



Christmas in Bulverde
Everyone has their own way of celebrating Christmas, and that’s what makes America so great…the freedom to 
celebrate the way you want to. Regardless of how you celebrate the holidays, many would agree that celebrating 
Christmas in Bulverde is truly a blessing. The City of Bulverde is unique in many ways, but most would agree 
Bulverde is just a great place to live. About 12 miles north of Loop 1604 and a mere 18 miles north of the San 
Antonio International Airport Bulverde, is truly the Front Porch of the Texas Hill Country.

As Christmas approaches, many people feel the stress of the Holidays, which can encompass a wide range 
of causes. Some of these stresses start soon after Halloween and build as we approach Thanksgiving and 
continue to build right through Christmas. While the Holidays are supposed to be a time of giving and holiday 
cheer, some surveys show that as many as 80% of the individuals polled stated the holidays were somewhat or 
even very stressful.

For many people, it’s just a matter of taking on too much during the Holidays—too many gatherings, too much 
food, too much spending, etc. The key is moderation. If you have too much to do, ask for help. Asking for help 
is much easier than making yourself sick from too much stress. Family gatherings can sometimes create stress; 
or the lack of family can also be a stressor. For those who may not have family to celebrate with, get involved 
with something or someone in the community, perhaps at church or the activity center. Consider volunteering, 
which can create lasting and rewarding relationships. Whatever it is that is stressing you out, remember to keep 
it in perspective, count your blessings, and be thankful for what you do have.

One way to avoid undue stress is to avoid being a victim of crime. One of the easiest ways to do that is to 
avoid making yourself an easy target. When you are out shopping, keep all valuables out of sight—lock them 
in the trunk if possible and lock your car. Shop in pairs when you can and always stay vigilant—being aware 
of your surroundings is very important. If you see something that doesn’t seem right, trust your instinct and 
don’t hesitate to notify local law enforcement. You are more likely to become a victim of crime when you are 
overwhelmed to the point that you have let your guard down.

Not all crimes are violent or forceful; many criminals rely on their finesse to steal from you. Once again, if it 
doesn’t feel right, trust your instincts and don’t be afraid to walk away. If you need assistance, contact law 
enforcement.

Keeping everyone safe while in Bulverde is a top priority for everyone here at the City offices, and something the 
members of the police department take very seriously. Please report* any and all suspicious activity, and please 
have a safe and happy Holiday Season.

*To report suspicious activity or to request an officer at your location, call 830.620.3400. In the event of an emergency, dial 911.
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210-326-6868
Free Estimates

Stephen Collins
stephenacollins@gvtc.com
Stephen Collins
stephenacollins@gvtc.com

10% off  to all
Bulverde and Spring Branch 
residents that mention this ad.

Bulverde Resident

Kwik Kut
Painting & Remodeling

Now Hiring

Full & Part Time!

JK TAILORINGJK TAILORINGJK TAILORING
SERVICES PROVIDED

Professional alterations for: 
Wedding Gowns, Formal Dresses, 

Prom Dresses, Men’s Suits, 
Women’s Career, and casual clothings.

ALSO
Design and construction of quality custom 

draperies.

26108 Overlook Pkwy #1106, SA, TX 78260
210-462-9623



A Memory of H. Meier December 1857
by Friedrich “Fritz” Goldbeck 
translated by Ingrid M. Lingle

We came from El Paso, from the 
North came a heavy ice storm, 
The clouds flew like arrows, 
Soon an icy wind was blowing.
The moon found a hiding place 
In a dark wall of clouds, 
Every now and then we rested, 
Set on fire the bear grass.
We warmed our hands, 
And then moved on, 
Through the whole night, 
Until day break.
There, a human form, 
It made us shudder, 
A wanderer with a walking stick, 
Lightly dressed, without a coat.
Who will help the poor one 
Ere the cold wind kills him, 
An Israelite, a kindly man 
Is wearing a warm coat.
It costs at least forty dollars, 
But the man doesn't hesitate, 
He takes it off: my friend, take it, 
There is some money in the pocket.
Contently his face is beaming, 
After he has done his human duty, 
That afterwards he suffered cold, 
He never mentioned with one word.

Wir kamen von El Paso her, 
Vom Norden zog ein Eissturm schwer, 
Die Wolken zogen pfeilgeschwind, 
Bald wehte eisig kalt der Wind.
Der Mond ein gutes Obdach fand 
In einer dunklen Wolkenwand, 
Mitunter wurde Halt gemacht, 
Das Baerengras in Brand gebracht.
Die Haende waermten wir daran, 
Und hussa ging es weiter dann, 
So immer fort die ganze Nacht, 
Bis froestelnd uns der Morgen tagt.
Da eine menschliche Gestalt, 
Es ueberlaeuft uns eisig kalt, 
Ein Wanderer schreitet dort am Stock, 
Nur leicht bekleidet, ohne Rock.
Wer hilft dem Armen nur geschwind 
Sonst toedet ihn der kalte Wind. 
Ein Israelit, ein braver Mann, 
Hatt einen Ueberzieher an.
Wohl vierzig Dollar kostet der, 
Das Geben wird dem Mann nicht schwer. 
Er zieht ihn aus: mein Freund, nimm hin. 
Es steckt auch etwas Geld darin.
Zufrieden strahlte sein Gesicht, 
Als er gethan, was Menschenpflicht. 
Dass er nachher dann selber fror, 
Darueber er kein Wort verlor.

Freidrich “Fritz” Goldbeck was a German immigrant who came to Central Texas in 1844 as a 14-year-
old boy. His family settled into the community that became New Braunfels, of which, he even served 
as Mayor for two terms. Goldbeck was a prolific poet, recognized for his simple yet lovely verse that 
most often described the lives of the German settlers and his love of nature and the land around him. 
Written in his native German, Goldbeck is considered to be the first German-Texan poet.

A book of his poetry entitled (in English) In the Far West Lies the Desert has been translated by local resident 
Ingrid Lingle. Mrs. Lingle has graciously given permission to the Front Porch News to reprint her translations of Mr. 
Goldbeck’s beautiful poetry. Her complete volume of translations is available to purchase; you may contact Mrs. 
Lingle via email at vasarhel@gvtc.com to inquire about availability and price.
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Kathleen Banse
State Farm Insurance

33200 Hwy 281 N.
Bulverde TX 78163

830.438.7025
kathleen@kathleenbanse.com

Sharon Doran-Ballenger
E-RYT 500 Master Instructor 

Holistic Health Practioner 

Serving San Antonio, Bulverde, 
Spring Branch & Surrounding Areas

Wellness Consultation
Services 
Private Yoga
Yoga Teacher Training

(210) 748-8247
By Appointment Only

www.totalharmonyyoga.com ∞ totalharmonyyoga@gmail.com



  

1st Annual Bulverde Blue Breakfast
By Kaci Sisk, President, BAR-W

The 1st annual Bulverde Blue Breakfast, held in October, 
was a huge success! More than 200 people from our 
local community came to honor our 1st Responders: 
the Bulverde Police Department, Comal County 
Sheriff’s Department, Comal County Constables, and 
Bulverde-Spring Branch Fire and EMS personnel. Our 
sponsors provided delicious food and beverages and 
lots of balloons! We also had wristbands to hand out 
to all who attended. It was a “labor of love” for all 
who volunteered to set up, serve, and clean up. And a 
pleasure to have as our co-sponsors BSB Chamber of 
Commerce, BSB Economic Development Foundation, 
and Downtown Bulverde. Thank you, Bar-W volunteers, 
thank you co-sponsors, and thank you Bulverde-Spring 
Branch community!

Sandy Hancock, Bar-W, says: “I am so thankful to live 
where I live. We are a community that comes together 
to take care of each other and support each other. This 
morning at the 1st Annual Bulverde Blue Breakfast, open 
to the public, we had an amazing turnout of residents, 
City Council, County Commissioner, Comal County 
DA, other elected officials and Republican candidates, 
and business men and women–all there to say thank 

you to our first responders. This is a community where 
we can come together with our first responders to 
surround them to pray for their safety and wisdom. 
The Bulverde PD presented the colors while we said 
the pledges. Everyone respected the flags. An extra 
treat was to have local resident and radio personality 
Randy Carroll come out to support the community as 
well. The event was organized by Bar-W, the Bulverde-
Spring Branch Chamber, BSBEDF, and the Downtown 
Bulverde group. Sponsors were The Reel, Hanson's Hill 
Country Catering, Kathleen Banse, Home Depot, HEB, 
Starbucks, Copalli Cafe, Bookkeeping by Val, Mike's in 
the Village, Hatch 5, Smokey Mo's BBQ, & more. If you 
missed this wonderful time this year, be sure to come 
next year. We already have sponsors standing in line. 
By the way, the beautiful flag (pictured) is made out of 
fire hoses and hangs in the fire station.” 

“Great event honoring our 1st Responders in the 
Bulverde Spring Branch Area. We were honored to 
partner with the Bar-W, BSBEDF, and other great 
organizations in the community to host this event.” 
~BSB Chamber of Commerce
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GUY PETERSON, DDS
• Invisalign® Braces
• Sedation Dentistry
• Dental Implants
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Superior Dentures and Partials
• Latest Techniques and TechnologyCaring, Gentle, Personalized,

and Attentive Dental Care

$100.00 Off In Office Teeth Whitening or Free Take Home Teeth Whitening 
when you come in for a new patient exam and x-rays and mention this ad.

www.bulverdedental.com 830.980.2869
2395 Bulverde Rd. • Bulverde, TX 78163



  

BLUE

BREAKFAST
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“I got a deal on some new wheels and 
for 4 months I won’t pay even once” 

Bulverde Banking Center  |  20440 Hwy. 46 West
830.438.8381  |  broadwaybank.com

39 Neighborhood Locations  |  Member FDIC  |  mmmnm

1Taking advantage of the “120-day deferment” offer extends the term of your loan by up to 120 days. 
Interest will continue to accrue on the unpaid balance during the deferral period. Not available on 
business loans or vehicles. Offer good on applications received 8/1/16 through 12/31/16. Minimum auto 
loan amount is $5,000. Refinance must be from another financial institution. All loans are subject to credit 
approval, verification and collateral evaluation. All terms, rates and conditions are subject to change 
without notice. Other conditions may apply.

CELEBRATING

At Broadway Bank, throw 
your auto loan worry out the 
driver’s side window, because 
you can defer your first 
payment for up to 4 months! 
Get your great rate face on 
and visit us online today.

FOR UP TO 4 MONTHS 1
N0 AUTO PAYMENTS

NEW | USED | REFINANCED



  

Shweiki ad

Another Stellar Year for Business in the 
Bulverde/Spring Branch Area 

(Part 1)

Poolside Sales
R2T

The following article is the first of a two-
part article submitted by Sherry Mosier, 
the president of the BSB Economic 
Development Foundation, to recap the 

success of the Bulverde/Spring Branch business 
community during 2016.

Each year, the Bulverde/Spring Branch Economic 
Development Foundation (BSBEDF) gives a synopsis 
of the happenings in the business community over the 
past year. First of all, the BSBEDF and our collaborative 
partners, the Bulverde/Spring Branch Area Chamber of 
Commerce (BSB Chamber), and the City of Bulverde, 
would like to thank the following local employers who 
participated in our Fall Job Fair in October.

Aspire Financial, Inc. dba Aspire Lending
Burger King
Bulverde Vision Source
Comal ISD Transportation
Cricket Wireless
Express Lube
In Covenant Cleaning Services

Kiddie Koop Children’s Enrichment Center
Kid's Day Daycare & Preschool
Lorenzo’s Dog Training Team
Massage Heights New Braunfels
McDonald’s
Austin Sonic Drive-In
Security Service FCU
Walmart
Whataburger

We would also like to thank St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Bulverde (the “Red Roof Church”) for allowing us to 
hold the event at their Christian Faith Center and the 
Bulverde/Spring Branch Library for allowing us to use 
their laptops so job seekers could complete online 
applications on the spot.

New Businesses and Expected Openings

A variety of new businesses have joined our community 
this year, including:

(Continues on page 11)
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• In Singing Hills: Ay Chiwawa Mexican Café, Burger 
King, Jiffy Lube, Security Service Federal Credit 
Union, and Sonora Bank.

• In The Shops at Faithville Park: Copalli Café, 
El Guapo, Petticoat Junction, Popcorn Friday, 
Farmhouse Market, Romtag Rifle Werks, The Law 
Office of Jason M. Rammel, Timeless Lux Homes, 
Farmhouse Market Kids, Urban Lily, and Urban 
Living. In addition, Faithville Park Events Center, 
Chapels & Cottages are part of the new line up.

• Chick’s Meat Market (US 281 just north of   
SH 46 on right)

• Cricket Wireless (Bulverde Retail Park between 
Cowboys Cleaners and Great Clips)

• A&E Air Conditioning & Heating (Bulverde Hills Plaza 
on Bulverde Rd.)

• Be Fabulous Boutique (Bulverde Hills Plaza on 
Bulverde Rd.)

• Premier Dental (Creekside Retail)

• Chick’s Prime Meat Market (US 281 just north of SH 46)

• Lily’s Backyard (SH 46 just before Creekwood 
Ranches)

• The Markery (in the Villages of Bulverde, Downtown 
Bulverde)

• Spring Creek Gardens (US 281 in Spring Branch 
near Jumbo Evans Sports Park)

• Hwy 46 BBQ (they are hoping to be open by the 
time this article hits your mailboxes but if not, they’ll 
be open as soon as they possibly can)

Businesses we can announce that are coming in 2017 
include:

• In Singing Hills: The Heights of Bulverde (Nursing 
and Rehabilitation), Discount Tire, Schlotzsky’s, 
GNC, Mattress Firm, Bulverde Dentistry, Sport Clips, 
The Wash Tub, Hampton Inn and Bulverde Visitors & 
Events Center

• Bulverde Assisted Living (Bulverde Road near the 
S.T.A.G.E. theater)

• Physicians Premier ER (in the former HEB location)

I may have missed some, and I apologize for any that I 
may have missed, but I’m certain from the list provided 
that you can see the synergy that is among us in 
Bulverde/Spring Branch!

(The conclusion of this article will be published in the 
January issue of the Front Porch News.)
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Richter
Tree and Lawn Service

Tree Care
Expert Pruning

Demossing
Tree & Stump Removal

Shrub Care

Lawn Care
Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Aeration, Weed Control

Fertilizing Programs

Tree Care
Expert Pruning

Demossing
Tree & Stump Removal

Shrub Care

Lawn Care
Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Aeration, Weed Control

Fertilizing Programs

Contract Optional • Residential/Commercial • 20 Years Experience

Professional, Dependable, Quality Workmanship

(210) 663-2303(210) 663-2303
References Available Upon Request • Fully Insured

Licensed
& Insured

#10L916468

One-time clean ups.
We deliver & spread a variety of topsoils, 
mulches, grass/sod, compost, variety of rocks.

NOW IS
THE TIME TO
TRIM THOSE

OAKS



  

Holiday Safety Tips for the Furry Family Members
By Megan Hughes, DVM

The holiday season is upon us, and as you gear up for 
festivities it is important to remember to keep these tips 
in mind to make sure your furry family members stay safe.

Be Careful with Seasonal Plants 
and Decorations

• Avoid having any mistletoe, holly, poinsettias, or lilies 
near your pets. These plants are toxic to animals and 
can cause serious gastrointestinal and other problems 
to pets.

• Securely anchor your Christmas tree so that it doesn't 
fall on your pet if they try to climb it or tug on it. 
Christmas tree needles can cause gastrointestinal 
upset if your pet ingests them. Be careful with water 
additives for the tree they may not be good for pets.

• Avoid tinsel around pets. Pets may ingest it and 
it can cause a life threatening obstruction in their 
gastrointestinal system.

• Be careful with Christmas tree ornaments. Glass 
ornaments that break can be swallowed by pets 
and lacerate their gastrointestinal system. Other 
ornaments can also be swallowed. It is best to have 
a barrier between your pets and your Christmas tree.

• Don't leave lighted candles unattended. Pets may 
burn themselves or cause a fire if they knock candles 
over.

• Don't leave Christmas lights on in your pet's reach. 
They can cause burns if chewed on.

• Keep liquid potpourri out of your cat's reach. It can 
cause serious ulcers in your cat's mouth if ingested.

Avoid Dangerous Holiday Food

• Keep chocolate and candy out of your pet's reach. 
All chocolate is toxic, but baking chocolate and 
dark chocolate are more toxic to pets. Any candy or 
gum containing the artificial sweetener xylitol is very 
dangerous to pets.

• Fatty, spicy, and other human foods, as well as bones, 
should not be fed to your furry family members.

• Be careful with over stuffing your pet's stocking with 
treats. Extra treats that your pet is not used to could 
upset its stomach.

Keep your Pets in Mind when Hosting Parties

• All pets should have access to a comfortable, quiet 
place inside if they want to retreat. Make sure your 
pet has a room or crate somewhere away from the 
commotion, where your guests won’t follow, that they 
can go to get away.

• Make sure your pets cannot escape and run away. 
Fearful pets may run when there is a crowd. Make sure 
your pet has identification on and a current microchip 
just in case they do get out.

• Keep the trash out of your pet's reach. There is nothing 
they love more than food scraps and this can make 
them very sick.

• As you count down to the New Year, please keep in 
mind that pets are often terrified of fireworks and other 
loud noises. Be sure to secure them in a safe, escape-
proof area as midnight approaches.

Be Prepared

• Make sure to have these three phone numbers saved 
in case your pet gets sick: your regular veterinarian, 
the after-hours emergency veterinarian, and a pet 
poison helpline.

• Have a happy and safe holiday from everyone at 
Spring Branch Veterinary Hospital.
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FREE UP YOUR TIME, let

do the clean up for you.
Mister Clean

210-216-4464

In business for 16 years

Free Estimates
Licensed, Insured and Bonded

We O�er:
•  Residential Cleaning
•  Weekly, bi-weekly, or just 

one-time cleaning
•  Move-ins, Move-outs & Make 

readys
•  Get $10 off your first cleaning!

Thank YouThank You

FIRSTFIRST
210-558-3160

for calling advertisers in your 
neighborhood newsletter

they appreciate your business

sales@neighborhooodnews.com



  

BULVERDE JUBILEE 
PROCEEDS AWARDED

The Friends of the Village Of Bulverde are proud to present 
a check to Provisions: A 25:35 Outreach in the amount 
of $4500, proceeds raised on their behalf at the fabulous 
Bulverde Jubilee event that was held in September. We 
are so excited and appreciative of all who helped us raise 
these funds for this wonderful organization.

“Thank You” donation checks were also presented to the 
wonderful Smithson Valley High School organizations 
that participated in Jubilee: the Ranger Band, NJROTC, 
Cheerleaders, and Silver Spurs. Thank you so much for 
being a part of the Bulverde Jubilee.

The first fundraiser of 2017 for the Friends of the Village 
of Bulverde will be on Thursday, February 16th with the 
crowd-pleasing production of The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valance at S.T.A.G.E in Bulverde. Tickets are $18.00 and 
are being sold by the Friends of the Village. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm with dinner available for purchase. Visit our 
Facebook page for more information or call Jane Wood at 
(830) 980-8801. Tickets make great Christmas presents!
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JoDee Gilmore
BROKER ASSOCIATE, Realtor®

CLIENT FOCUSED ~ AGENT OWNED

Ask about our Variable Commission Rates

May Your Days Be Merry & Bright
Happy Holidays!

Specializing in Residential Home & Land Sales, 
Owner Financing Properties, Luxury Home 
Marketing & Sales, VA & TX Vet Programs

210-887-5885 • JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com
27560 Old Blanco Road
www.JoDeeGilmore.com



Bulverde Spring Branch Fire & EMS wanted to 
share some holiday cheer with this month’s light-
hearted article, but we do caution residents to 
be safe during the holidays in your travels and 
celebrations! Please visit our website, bsb911.com, 
to read some tips and precautions for wintertime.

A Fire & EMS Christmas
'Twas the night before Christmas and all through our town, 
Ambulances sat quietly-call volume was down. 
Dispatchers and medics, without any calls, 
All settled quite cozily within station walls. 

The city grew silent as the night grew deep; 
My partner and I settled in for some sleep. 
But no sooner dreaming in our beds were we, 
When dispatch awoke us, crying, "Hurry! Code 3!" 

The call had come in for an MVA; 
Some nutcase claimed he'd hit Santa's sleigh! 
"Head trauma," we thought, as we gathered our gear, 
"Or maybe a drunken driver - it's that time of year." 

As we raced to the scene with our sirens and lights,
We hoped for the best, tonight of all nights.
We had no idea we were in for a surprise
And, on our arrival, couldn't believe our own eyes.

I said to my partner, "This must be a trick! 
That man in the ditch just can't be St. Nick!" 
A smashed-up sleigh! Toys thrown far and near! 
And off to the side, a group of reindeer!

The driver of the car, with a bump on his head 
Was crying and told us he wished he was dead. 
"Oh, why did I have that one extra beer? 
Now I've killed Santa - no Christmas this year!"

I approached the man in the ditch with great care. 
He was dressed so oddly - he gave me a scare. 
He wore a red suit and a strange kind of hat. 
I thought to myself, "Who dresses like that?" 

I didn't want to leave him, so I let out a holler: 
"We're gonna need backboard, head blocks and collar!" 
As we worked, the man cried, "No! Please don't strap me down. 
I have toys to deliver all over town!

All of the children tonight are depending on me 
To get their presents under the Christmas tree." 
"I'm sorry," I told him, as I shook my head sadly, 
"You're going to the hospital - you've been hurt too badly." 

He looked up at me and wiped away a tear 
And told me, "Then you must bring the Christmas presents this year!" 
"Visit every child's home in this town?" asked I. 
"Sir, you must think I can make an ambulance fly!"

I thought I had made a serious blunder, 
For his eyes grew steely, and his voice was like thunder. 
"Now Dasher, now Dancer, now Prancer and Vixen, 
Come Comet and Cupid and Donner and Blitzen! 

Hitch onto that truck and take to the sky 
For tonight, indeed, an ambulance will fly!" 
I just shook my head as we loaded him in, 
Then climbed in the cab and I just had to grin.

There were the reindeer, all in a row, 
In front of the truck as if ready to go. 
"That's cute," I thought. "I'll just go around." 
But then they took off and our wheels left the ground! 

Away we went, up over the trees, 
Sailing along as light as a breeze. 
We touched down on rooftops, delivering toys, 
Dropping gifts for good little girls and boys. 

We stopped briefly in the hospital's ambulance bay 
And wheeled him to the ED - and hoped he'd stay. 
"We'll call in report later," we said on our way. 
"This man's turned our ambulance into a sleigh!"

Then off we flew, all through the night, 
Delivering toys ‘til the dawn's first light. 
Finally, at our station, we headed down, 
Both of us happy to be on the ground. 

Dispatch was mad, but the more we explained, 
The less they believed us and the more they looked pained. 
So we sat in our quarters - boy, were we in trouble! 
We turned on the news and perked up on the double. 

As the TV crews interviewed people around town, 
It seems that some very strange things had gone down. 
Tire tracks were found on a rooftop or two 
And children said, "This year, Santa wore blue!"

I grinned at my partner and said, "It's no mystery! 
This Christmas we will go down in Fire & EMS history!" 

~ Author Unknown
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SEPTICSEPTIC
Residential & Commercial
Proudly Serving South Texas for over 10 Years!

• Conventional Septic & Aerobic Installations

• Aerobic Maintenance Contracts

• Septic Tank Cleaning

• Drain Field Repairs

• Real Estate Inspections

Licensed & Insured
#0S0028816   #0S0023596   #MP0001294

875-3625(210)

mjseptic@satx.rr.com
Hablamos Español Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

$25 OFF Any Service

Flashing Lights 
…not the ones found on your Christmas tree

In today’s automobiles, we have many accessories and 
gadgets that create comfort and are enjoyable, such as 
air conditioning, satellite radios, navigation, and more, 
yet they can prove to be distracting. In this modern 
mobile sanctuary, drivers oftentimes may not hear or see 
the flashing lights of an approaching emergency vehicle. 
The need to respond quickly gives emergency vehicles 
the right-of-way and drivers who fail to yield the right of 
way may increase response time of emergency vehicles 
when seconds count. Consider if you or a loved-one 
needed help, wouldn't you want everyone to make way 
for the responding emergency vehicles? Of course!

What are the exact laws and driver responsibilities 
for clearing the way? Section 545.156 of the Texas 
Transportation Code prescribes the law: 

Vehicle Approached by Authorized Emergency Vehicle:

(a) on the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle using audible and visual signals or of 
a police vehicle lawfully using only an audible signal, an 
operator, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, 
shall:

1) Yield the right of way;

2) Immediately drive to a position parallel to and as 
close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb 
of the roadway clear of an intersection; and

3) Stop and remain standing until the authorized 
vehicle has passed.

The driver should make this movement safely, which 
includes using the right blinker and checking the blind 
spot before moving over. Examples of common mistakes 
are: moving to the left, coming to a stop in whatever 
lane they are traveling in at the time, or continuing to 
drive in their lane.

Texas also has the “Move Over” law: a driver needs to 
change lanes or slow to 20 mph below the speed limit 
when approaching a stopped emergency vehicle. If the 
speed limit is 25 mph or below, drivers need to reduce 

their speed to 5 mph. In 2013, the law was expanded to 
provide that same protection for Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) workers.

Just remember if you see flashing lights or hear a siren, 
safely move to the right and stop your vehicle, and if the 
emergency vehicle is stopped, follow the “Move Over” 
law specifications. These simple moves will increase 
police, fire department, and EMS efficiency and possibly 
save lives. Drive smart and drive safely.
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New Members

Renewing Members

Homestead Guesthouse

Sumner Bowen

Construction Financial Services, Inc.

Copalli Cafe

Guadalupe Serrano

Simple Roots Lawn & Landscape

Ashton Woods Homes

Barbara’s Bookkeeping & Tax Service

Bulverde/Spring Branch Library

Carol Anderson MD / Wonderfully Well  

 Center for Personalized   

 Medicine

Community Bible Church Bulverde

Country Hills Veterinary Clinic

Limestone Mexican Grill and Seafood

Middleman Construction Company  

 LLC

Paradise Decks and Spas

The Lawn Barber

The Reel Seafood House

The Shops at Faithville Park

The Village at Spring Branch

Vape Away

Village at Stone Oak Shopping Center

Ribbon Cuttings

Farmhouse Market Kids 
17080 Hwy 46 W, #104, Spring Branch, TX 

(830) 228-5885

Ay Chiwawa! Mexican Café 
403 Singing Oaks, Spring Branch, TX 

(830) 980-8887

Plantiques – Flowers by Brenda 
30131 Bulverde Lane, Bulverde, TX 

(210) 284-0288

BSB Library – Biblio Techno Trekker 
131 Bulverde Crossing, Bulverde, TX 

(830) 438-4864
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FireDogKarate.com
210-204-8840

•  Adult Classes
•  Kids Classes
•  Family Friendly
•  Self Defense
•  Point Sparring
•  Traditional Kata
•  Traditional Weapons
•  Full Contact Fighting

Fire Dog World 
Yoshukai Karate

Traditional Japanese Martial ArtsECEC Cleaning Elite
House Cleaning

Free In-Home Estimates
Josh and Candye Gamez

Weekly ◊ Bi-weekly ◊ Monthly  
◊ Make-Ready

Serving Bulverde & 
Surrounding areas

Call or Text Josh at 
(830) 515-6871

cleaningelitehs@gmail.com

Free In-Home Estimates
Josh and Candye Gamez

Weekly ◊ Bi-weekly ◊ Monthly  
◊ Make-Ready

Serving Bulverde & 
Surrounding areas

Call or Text Josh at 
(830) 515-6871

cleaningelitehs@gmail.com



December 8, 2016
BSB Chamber Annual Meeting/Networking Mixer 

5:30–7:30 pm 
Sponsored by: Frost Bank & BSB Activity Center 

30280 Cougar Bend, Bulverde, TX 
Member Only Event

December 14, 2016
Chamber Monthly Power Lunch 

Sponsored By: Capital Title of Texas 
12 Noon–1:00 pm 

Location: TBD 
Member Only Event

**For information on any of the above events, please see our website at 
bulverdespringbranchchamber.com or call the Chamber Office at (830) 438-4285

B/SB Area Chamber of 
Commerce Events Calendar
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This superior fiber technology feature is perfect for high use house-
holds and work-at-home professionals who need quick access to the
office. Optimize gaming performance. Speed up file sharing. Cut
out the lag time on video chatting. And faster streaming. There's
simply no need to settle for slower upload speeds anymore. With
GVTC's SpeedSync™,  you'll get up to 100/100 Mbps download and
upload speeds—speeds the big cable companies just can't match.
Call us today and experience the difference!

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR 
ONLINE EXPERIENCE!

BUNDLE INCLUDES:

SpeedSync™ Internet with symmetrical 100Mbps 
upload AND 100 Mbps dowload speeds

GVTC Home WiFi with free managed router*

TV package with over 200 channels + Choice of 1 Tier:
Movies / Sports / Lifestyles / Favorites (Visit gvtc.com for details)

Whole Home DVR: Record a program on one TV—
watch it from another

Unlimited local and long distance phone with voicemail

INTERNET

TV

PHONE

CALL 800.367.4882  VISIT GVTC.COM
Download your GVTC START app today!
Residential limited time offer. Offer available to new subscribers to GVTC’s phone, broadband and/or cable television service only in select GVTC service areas. Non-transferrable; can’t be combined with any other offer. Services in this offer are not sold
separately. Unlimited long distance is for residential use only and includes calls within the continental United States, Hawaii, Alaska, Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Guam. Broadband speeds are “up to” speeds which may vary due to technology in service area and other factors. *If a router is included with the service, the
Wi-Fi speeds and coverage will vary based on device, distance from router, number of devices on network and noise from other electronics on the same frequency. Unlimited Data when compliant with GVTC Acceptable Use Policy for High Speed Internet Svc (gvtc.com). Whole Home DVR service requires additional equipment
for each additional television connected. PPV Movies, some VOD events and other services including operator assisted services and directory assistance may incur additional fees. Requires a 1 yr term. Early termination fees will apply. After 1 yr rates may revert to then current pricing. Price excludes applicable taxes, surcharges
& fees. Installation fee may apply. Other restrictions may apply. Services provided by Guadalupe Valley Communication Systems LP d/b/a GVTC or its wholly owned subsidiary Guadalupe Valley Communications Systems LP d/b/a GVCS. Service subject to terms and conditions published from time to time at gvtc.com/support/poli-
cies-terms-conditions. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Android, Google Play, and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google Inc. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 



    

S.T.A.G.E. AuditionsS.T.A.G.E. Auditions
Director Kathleen Lovejoy will hold open auditions for the 2016–2017 season production of The 
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance by Jethro Compton on Sunday, December 18, 2016 at 4:00 
p.m. at S.T.A.G.E., Inc. at Krause House Theatre, 1300 Bulverde Road in Bulverde. The following 
characters willl be cast: 

Ransome Foster: 30+ From New York. Well-read and well spoken

Hallie Jackson: 30+ Strong minded, rough talking girl but underneath is a beautiful and 
caring person

Bert Barricune: 40+  True gunslinger. Worn and battered looking but handsome. Speaks 
only when he must

Jim “The Reverend” Mosten: 30+ Young black swamper. Kind, enthusiastic, well-
mannered, full of energy

Liberty Valance: 30+ Southern Gentleman, but his polite manner doesn’t disguise the 
scars on his face. Terrifyingly unpredictable

Marshall Johnson: 40+ Talks the talk, but when it comes down to it, a coward

Jake Dowitt: 25+ Enthusiastic reporter for a small local paper

The Gang: a few of Liberty’s boys

Mourners: attending Barricune’s funeral

Deputy: the Marshal’s deputy

Students: local townsmen attending school.

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance is a Wild West classic story of good vs. evil, law vs. the gun. 
A tale of love, hope, and revenge in a lawless society. Scheduled show dates are February 16, 17, 
18, 19, 23, 24, 25, March 2, 3, 4, 5. Contact Mona Klein or Charlotte Miniard at (830) 438-2339 for 
more information.
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Buddy is a loving, five-month-old black and tan retriever mix. This playful pup is still 
waiting for a home since his litter mates were all adopted. He will make a great family pet 
for an active family.

Roz is an eight-month-old, ebony and white female, who is always first to greet visitors to 
the kitten room at the shelter. Roz is very proud of the perfect smudge on her nose. This 

cutie enjoys being held and will purr if there is even a hint of petting to 
be had.

Please contact the Bulverde Area Humane Society if you are interested 
in making either of these critters a member of your family. BAHS can be 
contacted at (830) 980-2247 and they are located at 3563 Kingsnake, 
Bulverde, TX 78163.

BAHS PETS OF THE MONTH

A note from the Editor: In the November issue of the Front Porch News, authorship of the BAHS article entitled Man’s 
Best Friend should have been credited to Tom Blacklock. Apologies to Mr. Blacklock for the misunderstanding and 
thanks for his continued contribution to the publication.

The Front Porch News     Page 19



The Buzz       From the Garden

If you or your business would like to secure a plot (at no cost), 
please contact Joanne Hall at jothall@gvtc.com. Donations 
gladly accepted. Also, interested persons are invited to attend 
the Bulverde Community Garden Committee meeting on the 
second Monday of the month at 5:15pm at the Bulverde Spring 
Branch Activity Center.

Provisions Continues to be Blessed
by: Heather Swindall

Another year has come and almost gone. We have 
reaped and sown so many vegetables we have lost 
count. From beans to squash, we have grown it all. And 
all of it for the benefit of Provisions—the local community 
outreach food pantry.

Each week, volunteers head over to the garden to water 
and tend the Provisions beds (currently 6 beds). Great 
thought is put into what is planted. Plants that produce 
abundant numbers is always best. Remember, this is 
to feed hundreds of people, not just one family. While 
some of the plants haven’t done so well, like our pole 
beans, others have thrived! This season the spaghetti 
squash has been one of our best producers.

While Provisions gets hundreds of pounds of food 
items each week from the San Antonio Food Bank and 
from local big box stores like HEB and Wal-Mart, the 
clients who come to fill their bags each month mostly 
look forward to the freshest vegetables from our local 
Bulverde Community Garden.

This year we have grown and delivered over 200lbs of 
fresh vegetables to Provisions. Some of the favorite 
items include:

Jalapenos
Tomatoes
Sugar Snap Peas
Radishes
Carrots
Spaghetti Squash
Basil
Thyme

We are at the tail end of our fall season and look forward 
to what next years’ beds and plants will produce!

There has been lots of other activity at the Garden this 
fall as well—

The Bulverde Community Garden Committee wishes 
to thank Comal master gardeners Deb Kuykendall and 
Kay Zwart for their informative presentation on keyhole 
gardens.

Rain barrels have been put in place for rain collection 
and the “bean” arbor has grown amazingly with this 
year’s above average temperatures.
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RENE’ SOLIS LUGO, ALHS

Because Attention to Detail Matters...

Buying or Selling?  Call me for a free Market Analysis Consultation.
También Los Atiendo en  Españiol

• Accredited  Luxury 
  Home Specialist
• Residential/Multi 
  Family
• New Construction

Offering Rebates for 
December--Call Me!

210.528.8424

• Farm & Ranch
• Commercial
• Owner Finance
• VA/TEX VET 
  Certified



          

Holiday Events at the Library
FOL Annual Christmas Tea

Thursday, December 1, 2016, 4:00pm–6:00pm

The community is invited to drop by and enjoy holiday spirit with the Friends of the Library. Each year, the Friends 
celebrate the holidays by providing tea and other hot beverages as well as an array of delightful treats. Everyone is 
welcome to start the holiday season by enjoying great food and companionship!

The Night Before Christmas
Saturday, December 10, 2016, 11:00am–1:00pm

‘Twas two weeks before Christmas and everyone in town came to the library to watch a live skit of Clement Moore’s 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas! Following the skit we’ll have Christmas crafts, cookies and lemonade, and a 
photo opportunity with Santa himself. Bring the whole family for this fun library tradition!

Polar Express Family Event
Tuesday, December 20, 2016, 6:00pm–7:45pm

Come in your pajamas and slippers to hear The Polar Express! After the story we’ll have hot cocoa, cookies, a craft 
and a VERY special visitor from the North Pole. Don’t forget your camera!
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8603 US HWY 281 N
Spring Branch, TX  78070

facebook.com/BRFieldFineFurnishings

◊ All your Indoor & Outdoor Lighting Needs
◊ Custom Leather Furniture

830-885-2273 • BR Field.com

NOW 

OPEN!A Place of Peace and Joy in a Troubled World
Hill Country Christian Church

Worship Service on Sunday at 10:30 am
Open Communion and Children’s Church

Hill Country Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
  20845 TX-46 West, Spring Branch, TX. 78070

(Between Bulverde HEB and Spring Branch Middle School)

 Senior Pastor: Rev. Larry Garcia · Associate Pastor: Rev. Janie Harrison
Of�ce: 830-980-2019 • www.trymychurch.com • debhccc@gvtc.com 

Church of�ce hours:  M-Thur., 9:00-3:00 (Closed on Fridays)

Hill Country Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
  20845 TX-46 West, Spring Branch, TX. 78070

(Between Bulverde HEB and Spring Branch Middle School)

 Senior Pastor: Rev. Larry Garcia · Associate Pastor: Rev. Janie Harrison
Of�ce: 830-980-2019 • www.trymychurch.com • debhccc@gvtc.com 

Church of�ce hours:  M-Thur., 9:00-3:00 (Closed on Fridays)

Join us and feel the spirit of Christmas fill your heart

Are you looking for an open, friendly church to 
attend this Christmas season?  Then please come and 

join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

December 24th, 5:30 p.m.
This year we will have a musical Christmas Story with 

accompaniment by Don Piper.  Afterward we will 
enjoy some fellowship and refreshments.

December 25th, 10:30 a.m.
Our Christmas service will be �lled with 

Christmas Carols and Joy!
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WALKING IN A WATER WONDERLAND
Water conservation is something we talk about 
a lot in the summertime, but what about in 
winter? While we might not be watering lawns or 
maintaining much of a garden, there are still ways 
the Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation 
District (CTGCD) Directors recommend to cut 
back on water use in the Hill Country’s chilly 
months!

We use almost 70 gallons per day, per person, 
for everything from cooking and showering to 
flushing the toilet. And that’s just indoor water use. 
Throw in outdoor water use, and use balloons up 
to around 350 gallons per household. Yikes! Of 
course, we all want to make water conservation 
part of our everyday routines, but there are some 
additional water-conserving ideas the CTGCD 
recommends that are specific to this time of year.

A big part of using less water in winter is about 
anticipating the cold weather’s effects on your 
home and on your pipes. With just a little bit of 
preparation, you can stop the main water-waste 
culprits when it comes to winter water use.

Drip faucets in freezing weather. Wait! How can 
dripping faucets save water – doesn’t that use 
more water? Yes and no. We all know we should 

insulate any pipe or spigot that might be exposed 
to freezing temperatures. When temperatures drop 
below freezing—even in windy temperatures that 
are just below freezing, you are at risk. If a sudden 
cold snap arrives and you still haven’t insulated 
your pipes and spigots, leaving your uninsulated 
faucets to drip is a short-term fix when you’re 
asleep or not home. Dripping will help move water 
through the pipes and often prevent them from 
bursting. You waste far more water from a leaky, 
broken, and gushing pipe than you do from taking 
this short-term precaution! You can even take the 
conservation a step further. Stick a large pot or a 
bucket under the faucet that’s dripping. You can 
use that water to flush the toilet or water plants, 
so it won’t go to waste!

Winterize your pipes. Preventing burst pipes 
and leaks are your best bets when it comes to 
conserving water in winter. Instead of dripping 
your faucets, it’s a good idea to make sure 
outdoor pipes, like the ones running to your 
backyard spigot, are wrapped and insulated. This 
way, when temperatures drop below freezing, 
they stay warmer than the air and are less likely 
to develop leaks or burst. You will also avoid the 
cost of plumbing repairs.

(continued on pg. 23)
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Advertise directly to Stone Oak, Hollywood 
Park, Castle Hills, Windcrest, Converse and 

many more neighborhoods across San Antonio!
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Insulate hot water pipes. Have you ever noticed 
that it takes your shower longer to get hot when 
it’s freezing out? That’s because pipes are colder. 
Hire a plumber to wrap your pipes in insulation, 
or head to your crawl space or basement to do 
it yourself. Not only does this help the hot water 
stay hot, but it helps protect these pipes from the 
cold. Expanding and contracting pipe joints from 
hot and cold flow differences can cause leaks.

Use a shower bucket. Keep a bucket in your 
shower. Since it takes longer for your shower to 
heat up in winter, catch that cold water in a bucket 
and use it to flush the toilet or water plants. This is 
a trick that the CTGCD recommends year-round, 
but it’s especially helpful in winter when your 
shower runs cold for a bit longer.

Check for leaks in spring. The changes in 
temperature between night and day and when 
running hot and cold during the winter cause pipes 
to expand and contract. This added stress means 
you’re more likely to develop a leak over the winter. 
Get a plumber to check your lines for leaks each 
spring after your pipes take all that abuse!

Make sure you know where the shut-off valve 
for your house is. Despite our best intentions, 
sometimes a pipe will still burst in the winter. The 
faster you can cut off that water, the less goes to 
waste. Some locations have a shut-off valve at the 
street, which is ideal. If you can’t access your street 
valve, you’ll need to find the one for your house. 
Sometimes they are in a closet or crawl space right 
at the front of the house. Sometimes you’ll find it 
in a plastic box recessed in the ground near your 
house. It often looks like a regular valve or spigot, 
but turning it off cuts off all the water to your house. 
Find it! Knowing where it is could be critical if you 
have a gusher and need to stop the water while you 
wait for a plumber to arrive. You can save hundreds 
of gallons this way!

All Comal county residents are encouraged to attend 
the CTGCD’s monthly meetings held at 6:00 on the 
third Monday of the month at the Rodeo Drive Fire 
station just off Hwy 281. By providing your thoughts 
you can help your Comal Trinity GCD Directors better 
conserve and protect our Trinity Aquifer. You can 
also connect with the GCD by visiting their website 
and signing up for their water conservation e-blast 
of upcoming agenda at www.ComalTrinityGCD.com.

(continued from pg. 22)
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BANK BRANCHES
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SAN ANGELO 3443 Knickerbocker Rd. •  325-716-1744
BULVERDE 512 Singing Oaks •  830-438-0416



Bulverde City Hall
30360 Cougar Bend
Bulverde, Texas 78163

Time Dated

*********ECRWSSEDDM****

Local Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
SAN ANTONIO, TX
PERMIT NO. 1568

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
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JANUARY 2017
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

DECEMBER 2016
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

NOTES: 
Bulverde City Council and the Bulverde 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall 
(30360 Cougar Bend)

NOTES: 
Bulverde City Council and the Bulverde 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
meetings are held at Bulverde City Hall 
(30360 Cougar Bend)

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

City Council 6:30p

City Council 6:30p

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday CISD Holiday

CISD Holiday

City Hall Closed

CISD Holiday

City Hall Closed

Christmas

SBB Family Lions
6:00p

(Activity Ctr.)

SBB Family Lions
6:00p

(Activity Ctr.)

Planning & Zoning 
6:30p

New Year’s Day CISD Holiday

City Hall Closed

CISD Holiday CISD Classes resume

Planning & Zoning 
6:30p

BAAC mtg 6:30p 
(The Makery)

SBB Family Lions 
7:30p (Activity Ctr.)

Holiday Halls 
10:00a–3:00p 

(Johnson Ranch ES)

Holiday Hunger Run; 
6:30a reg./8:00a start 

(Tejas Rodeo)

Friends of Library 
Board mtg. 1:00p 

(Library)
Rural Library 

District mtg. 5:00p 
(Library) 

Comm. Garden Mtg. 
5:15p (Activity Ctr.)

Friends of Library 
Board mtg. 1:00p 

(Library)
Rural Library 

District mtg. 5:00p 
(Library) 

Comm. Garden Mtg. 
5:15p (Activity Ctr.)

S.T.A.G.E. 
Christmas Open 

House 5:30p 
(S.T.A.G.E.)

S.T.A.G.E. Auditions 
The Man Who 
Shot Liberty 
Valance 4:00p 

(S.T.A.G.E.)

Bulverde Lions 7:00p 
(Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

Bulverde Lions 7:00p 
(Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

Bulverde Lions 7:00p 
(Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

POET Program 
5:30p (City Hall)

Chamber Rodeo 
7:30p (Tejas Rodeo)

Chamber Rodeo 
2:00p (Tejas Rodeo)

Bulverde Lions 7:00p 
(Bulv. Comm. Ctr.)

POET Program 
5:30p (City Hall)

The Living 
Christmas; 

5:30p–10:00p 
(29797 Hwy 281)

ESD #5 5:00p 
(30476 Johnson 

Way)

ESD #5 5:00p 
(30476 Johnson 

Way)

ESD #1 5:00p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

ESD #1 5:00p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

The Face of 
Christmas 

Concert 7:00p 
(BUMC, 28300 Hwy 

281 N.)

The Face of 
Christmas 

Concert 7:00p 
(BUMC, 28300 Hwy 

281 N.)

The Face of 
Christmas Concert 
3:00p (BUMC, 28300 

Hwy 281 N.)

*Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation District*Comal Trinity Groundwater Conservation District

M L King Day
City Hall Closed
CISD Holiday
BSBES 5:30p 

(353 Rodeo Dr.)
CTGCD* 6:00p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

CISD Holiday

BSBES 5:30p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

CTGCD* 6:00p 
(353 Rodeo Dr.)

Native Plant Soc. 
7:00p (GVTC)

Native Plant Soc. 
7:00p (GVTC)


